Saab 900

Owner’s Manual M 1992




Switch for adjustment of aoor
Main instrument cisplay panel mirrors (certain variants)

‘Switch for parking lights and headiights Windscreen wiperwasher stalk Fan switch

Airtemperature contro

i distribution control

Driver's seat heater rheostat (som
models)/Headlight beam- /englh
dustment

Switch for adjustment of door
mirrors (corain variants)

Fear fog lights (certain markets)
Orecton inccstor, madoped

‘main beam flasher

Hon butons
. Switch for sun roof

nteror lighting switch

lgnition switch

Gear lover Handbrake. Switches for ol
vindows (crisin varants)



1

Owner’s Manual
Saab 900 M 1992

Instruments and controls 3

Interior equipment 13

Doors, locks and luggage compartment 29
Starting and driving 35

Car care and maintenance 47

Technical data 69

Index 80




This manual for the Saab 900 provides
some practical advice on driving and caring
for your car. The manual also describes the
most important differences between model
versions. When mentioned in the manual,
900i 16 = 16-valve engine naturally aspi-
rated and 900 Turbo 16 = 16-valve engine
with turbo charger.

Read through the manual before taking the

car out for the first time and then keep it in
the car for future reference.

The manual is divided into a number of
sections and there is also a comprehensive
index at the back.

Supplied with the car are a Service Book
and important information about warranty
conditions.

Since the policy at Saab Automabile is one

of continual improvement, we retain the
right to incorporate modifications and alter
specifications during production without
prior notice.

Best wishes,

o
Saab Automobile AB.

The racio show i some ofthe pholograps i s booket
15 notIncaced s standard equipment o te car
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Instrument panel
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80>
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Main instrument display panel
unter and clock
2 Indicator/warning ligh
3 Direction indicator repeater fight
4 Spesdometer milometer and rip meter

Cars with anti-lock braking system

Australia only

160
180
Z200

220

240

5 Pressure gauge
§ Temperatire gauge

7 Fuel gauge
8 Dimmer swich, nstrument uminaton
9 Trip meer reset knot
10 Clock reset knob

Indicator and warning
lights

Some of the warning lights come on as the
ignition is switched on. These lights should
all be extinguished as soon as the engine
has been started

Fuel injection system
warning light

This light indicates a malfunction in the fuel
injection system. Although an emergency
system in the electronic control unit willtake

e taken to your
Saab dealer as soon as possible.

Indicator light for rear-
window heating
This light will show wher\ the rear-window
heating is switched o

Oil pressure warning
light

This light will come on ifthe engine oil pres-
sure should fall too low. f the light flashes
or comes on while you are driving, stop the
car immediately, switch off the engine and
check the oil level

The car must not be driven while this light
ison
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- Charging warning light

s light will come on if the battery is not
being charged. If it comes on while you are
driving, stop the car immediately and switch
off the engine. Check the alterator drive
bel: if it is slack or broken, not only wil the
battery not be charged but cooling of the
engine will also be inadequate.

Main beam indicator light
This light will show when the main beam is
on.

Rear fog lamp indicator
light

This light will show when the rear fog lights
are switched on.

- Handbrake warning light

This light wil show when the handbrake is
applied.

ABS warning light
(option)

This light indicates that the ABS system is
inoperative. Conventional braking is still
available but have the ABS system

checked by an authorized Saab dealer
without delay.

@  srake wamning light
The brake waming liht will come on if the
brake fluid level falls too low. If the light
comes on while you are driving, stop the car
immediately and check the level of brake
fluid in the reservoir. On cars with ABS
brakes, the light will iso come on in com-
bination with the ANTI LOCK warning hgm
W mere is a drop in pressure in the

tem. In such a case the SEWU
Drossiire wil K ikt up affae braking S fa
times and power assistance will be lost.

WARNING

1f power assistance is lost, braking effect
is greatly reduced, together with a big in-
crease in required pressure on the brake
pedal, and the car shouid only be driven
if absolutely necessary.

Have the car checked and corrected im-
mediately by an authorized Saab dealer.

Fuel gauge (FUEL)

- Fuel warning light

“This light will show when less than about 7
litres (1.5 imp. gal) of fuel remains in the

tank. 16 valve engine: If the fuel tank has
run dry at least 5 fitres of fuel (ust over a
gallon) will have to be added for the engine
o be started when the car is standing on
level ground. If the car is on a slope, as
much as 13 itres (approx. 3 gallons) may
have to be added

Instruments

Clock

Inall models the clock is incorporated in the:
rev counter.

Rev counter

The rev counter shows the engine speed in
thousands of revs per minute. For maxi-
mum fuel economy, the needle should be
Kept within the green zone. The needle may
briefly enter the broken red zone but must
never be allowed to enter the solid red
zone.

‘Saab 900 Turbo 16 only: A safety cut-out
function prevents the engine speed ex-
ceeding approximately 6,000 rimin.

Speedometer, milometer and trip
meter

The milometer records the distance trav-
elled in miles or kiometres and the trip
meter in miles/kilometres and tenths.
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Temperature gauge

The temperature gauge indicates the tem-
perature of the coolant. When the needle
has just entered the green zone, it indicates
atemperature of 50°C (122°F), which is the
beginning of the normal temperature range
for the engine. With the needle in this po-
siton the angios ey be chvan ot il lcad
(ull throttle) for short periods. Saab
it 18 mbdels st ot bo drven at fol
throttle before the needle is well inside the
green zone.
If the temperature indicator approaches the
red section (this may occur when the am-
bient temperature is exiremely high or at
very high engine loads), the highest possi-
ble gear should be selected 1o reduce the
engine speed as much as possible. Avoid
changing down. If the pointer shouid move
into the red section in spite of these mea-
sures, stop the car and let the engine idle.
If the indicator moves into the red section
repeatedly, stop as soon as possible and
check the coolant level

Pressure gauge (900 Turbo 16)

The pressure gauge indicates the pressure
in the inlet manifold. When the engine is
only lightly loaded and during engine over-
run (engine braking) a depression will be
present in the inlet manifold and the needle
on the gauge wil be within the white zone,
Athigher engine speeds and when the en-
gine is under a greater load, the turbo-
charger will boost the pressure i the inlet
manifold and the needle will enter the yel-
low zone.

Under normal conditions, the neede should
not enter the red zone as a saety cut-out
system will imit the charging pressure to
protect the engine. However, under certain
atmospheric_conditions, the needie may
just enter the red zone, which does not
mean that the system is malfunctioning in
any way. But if the needle repeatedly en-
ters the red zone and a loss in engine
power is also experienced (because the
safety cut-out system is fimiting the charg-
ing pressure), the car should be taken to an
authorized Saab dealer without delay.

Switches

Headlights and parking lights

The lighting is off.
Note!

Please note instrument illumination is Iit at
all imes when the ignition s on.

Parking lights

The parking lights can be switched on irre-
speciive of he poston of the gniton key
Parking lights should only be used when

the car is stationary.

Headlights

The headlights can be switched on when
the ignition switch is in the drive or parking
position

N.B. The headlights will be extinguished
automatically when the ignition switch is
s I locking posion L) The doea
not apply to the parking lights, which can
still be used with the ignition switch in this
position

Sl WMain/dipped beam

To change from main beam o dipped beam
or vice versa, lift the stalk towards the steer-
ing wheel. This will also flash the headlights
on main beam i the headiights are not
swiched on
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56,910

Switch for parking lights and head-
ights

Stalk switch for main/dipped beam and di-
rection indicators

1 Main/dioped beam or headiight flasher

2 Indicators for left turn
3 Indicators for right tum

Scosen

Headlight beam-length adjustment
Some variants are equipped with a system

light and a switch on the fascia. The switch,

which must not be operated unless the ig-

nition is on, has the following four positions:

0- Frontseat passenger and/or driver only
(no luggag

1- Driver plus 4 passengers only (no lug-

gage)

2- Fully laden (Driver plus 4 passengers
and max. load in boot or driver only plus
max. load in boot)

3- Maximum trailer load (Driver only plus
maximum trailer load)

Note

The above is intended as a guide to suit-
able switch positions, This facilty is pro-
vided 1o enable the driver to use his own
discretion to choose the setting that wil
give optimum lighting on dipped beam with-
out dazzling other road users.

KA oirection indicators

To switch on the direction indicators, move
the stalk up or down. The stalk has a spring-
loaded position for use of the indicators for
changing lanes o overtaking. In the fixed
position, the indicators will remain on until

561050

Swich fo ad;uslmem of headlight
beam-len

cancelled automatically by the steering
wheel

The respective repeater light on the instru-
ment panel will flash at the same rate as the
direction indicators.

Reversing lights

The reversing lights come on automatically
when reverse gear is selected
Instrument illumination

The brightness of the instrument ilumina-

tion can be varied by means of the dimmer
switch. (Rheostat.)
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Interior lighting

There are three interior lights: a dome light
on the ceiling, a light on the rear-view mir-
for and aiht by ho gnon swich (Combi
Coupé and Sedan). S 0 Convertible
havs four interor lights: e e e

position switch on the console between the
front seats.

Switch position 2: Lighting on continuously
Switch position 0 Lightin

Switch position 1: Lighting comes on when
a door is opened

In some models, the lights will switch off
automatically either after a delay of about

Switch for interior lights

Luggage compartment light

fifteen seconds after the last door has been
closed or when the ignition switch is moved
0 the drive position.

Luggage compartment light

The luggage compartment ight is swiched
on/extinguished automatically

luggage _compartment door is opanst
closed. The light can also be switched off
by moving the switch to the middle position

EgR Rear fog light (certain
<k markets)
The rear fog light s incorporated in the rear

left or right lignt cluster (depending on left-
or right-hand traffic) and is switched on by

means of a switch on the instrument panel.
The rear fog light operates only when the

are familiar with the law regarding the
use of rear fog lights.

Hazard warning lights

When this switch is depressed, all four di-
rection indicator lights will flash simulta-
neously. An indicator light n the switch and
both direction indicator repeater lights on
the instrument panel wil aiso flash. The
hazard warning lights should only be used
if, because of a collision or breakdown, the
car constitutes a danger or obstruction to
other road users.

Hazard warning light switch




Stalk switch for wipers and
washers

The stalk switch for the wipers and wash-
ers has the following positions:

1 Windscreen wipers, intermittent opera
tion. The wipers will make a double
sweep every few seconds. This function
is particularly useful in light rain or driz.
zle.

2 Windscreen wipers, low speed.

3 Windscreen wipers, high speed

4 Lifing the stalk switch towards the
steering wheel will operate the washers
and wipers for the headiights and wind-

Stalk switch for wipers and washers

G 956

Switch for fear-window heating

EEER e ear window

The switch for heating of the rear window is
located on the dashboard. A warning light
on the instrument display panel will show
when the heating is switched on.

Switch the heating off as soon as the rear
window s free from ice or mist. Refrain from
placing sharp or hard objects on the rear
parcel shell, to avoid damaging the heater
elements.

Do not switch on the rear window heat-
ing before the engine is running.

Gars for some markets are equipped with a
time-delay relay which limits 1o a few min-
utes the time during which the rear window
is electrically heated

Instruments and controls 9

Switch for the electrically heated
driver's seat

Heated driving seat

On some variants the driving seat is
equipped with adjustable heating of the
seat cushion and backrest. The control on
the dashboard has three healing settings
with position 3 providing maximum heat
With the control in position 0, the heating is
switched off altogether.
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Heating and ventilation
system

Fresh ait is drawn in through an inlet in the
bonnet. An efficient filter removes dust and
other particles from the air before it flows
through the heating and ventiition system
into the car. mbi Coupé air is
evacuated from the car through an outiet on
either side at the rear of the car. On Sedan
and Converlible models, the air evacuation
outlet s located undemeath the rear

Heating and ventiltion controls
1 Fan switch
‘Temperature control
3 Ar distribution control

The amount of air admitted to the car is
controlled by the fan switch. The fan runs
continuously except when the air distribu-
tion control is set to 0,

Toincrease the air flow, turn the fan control
clockwise.

Temperature control

Infinitely variable control of the temperature.
of the supply air (between the limits) is pos-

Air vents
1 Defroster vents

2 Side vents

3 Central panel vents
4 Floor vent

G308

sible by means of the temperature control
Tum the control clockwise to increase the
temperature.

kbl Air distribution control
The air distribution control is used to direct
the supply of air to the defroster, panel and
floor vents.

Joysticks on the panel vents enable the di-
rection of the ir flow to be selected as de-
sired (for instance, in very cold weather it
‘may be advisable to direct the air flow onto
the side windows to enhance the defrosting
effect). The thumb wheels on the panel
vents enable the amount of air admitted to
be adjusted for each vent individually. Note
that the top section of the side vents is
permanently open.

Recommended control settings

Cold weather. For rapid defrosting, tun
the_air_distribution control to _position
and select the maximum fan speed.
Thereafter, to keep the inside of the car at
acomoriable lemparaiur. iar the il
tribytion control 1o _position
é and select  Suthble fan spesd and
temperature.
Hot weather. When the car s very hot and
s required, tum the sir
et comel o posiion <> a
select the maximum fan speed.
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Thereatter, ventia-

tion, tum the control to position
and selocta suiable fan specd. For

an'adequale air change rate nsde e car

the fan should be used even when the car

is travelling at speed. Regulate the temper-

wre of the incoming air s required
Note that the central panel vents admit only
unheated fresh air

Misted windows

For rapid dsmvslmg tumn the air distribution
control o position g and select fan
$pood 2 or' ot Mghsrbba aming

Switches for the air condtioning system

2 A recirculation

Air itioning (when fitted)

When fitted, the air conditioning system is
incorporated in the standard heating and
venilation system and operated by the
same controls. To switch on the air condi-
tioning, depress the AC switch on the in-
strument panel
N.B. Starting of the air conditioner com-
pressor is delayed by about 10 seconds
when the engine is started, in order to avoid
applying additional load onto the engine.
This delay wil be operative only if the AC
switch has been pressed before the ignition
has been switched on,
For rapid cooling of the air inside the car in
hot weather or to avoid exhaust fumes be-
ing drawn into the car in traffic jams, press
the air recirculation switch, whereupon the
fresh air intake will be closed and the air in-
side the car recirculated through the venti-
Iation system. To reduce the likelihood of
the windows misting up inside the car, the
air recirculation function will only operate
n the AC system is switched on. N.B.
Do not use the air recirculation facilty in
cold weather as this can result in ice and
mist forming on the windows,
When the air distribution control is set to 0
or <>, the system will override the air
recirculation sefting, i.e. the fresn air inake
will be closed regardless of whether the AC
and air recirculation switches are on or off.
N.B. If the engine is running hot, there is no
need to switch off the AC system as a ther-
mostat in the system will switch off the AC

compressor automatially i necessary. I
the air conditioning system is not working
properly, refer to the section “Air condition-
ing - fault diagnosis'

Climate system tips

Defogging windows - Switching on the AC
compressor in combination with turning up
the temperature conirol will accelerate de-
fogaing. The recicuiaion switch should be

Defrosllng ‘windshield - For maximum ef-
fect, tum the temperature control fully
clockwise and the air distribution control to
twelve o'clock. Increase the fan speed as
the air begins o warm up.
Heat plus fresh air - On a long winter drive,
cool air directed toward the face can help
fight drowsiness. Select the nine o'clock
position on the air distribution control and
adjust the center panel vent 1o suit.
AC modulation - For maximum cooldown,
engage the AC switch and select the seven
o'clock position on the air distribution con-
trol temperature control fully counter clock-
wise to blue spot). As the desired comfort
level is reached, switch the air distribution
o eight 0‘clock and adjust fan speed o suit
‘0 maintain comfort on moderate days, add
heat to the outer vents by turning up the
temperature_control part way. Direct the
ully cold air from the center vent foward the
rear, between the front seats, or close it
with the thumb wheel switch on the vent it-
self.
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Defroster vents
open.

Foor and dooste \
o oo

=

Fioor vents open. I ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘

Maximum air flow for

vents closed.

Al panel vents fully
Cars without
AC: Floor vents par-
tially open. Cars wit
AC: Normal sefting,
Fioor vents closed.

Floor vents and cen-
tral panel vents fully
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Seats 7o adjust the head restraint
Pl the head restraint up o push it

The backrest and cushion of the front seats  down unti it is n the correct position.
For best protection, the head resiraint

should be level with the occupant’s

heating of the driver's seat is adjustable.

The heating will only operate when the ig-

nition is on and the seat is cold. Legroom adjustment

Both front seats can be adjusted for leg-| slide thy | To fold the backrest for-
rake angle of the backrests

has infinitely variable adjustment within the

fimits. The driving seat s also adjustable for tion Release the backrest by

height. In Converible and three-goor mod- " g e ke l':d e

els, the backrests can be folded forwards. ok the; baaimet forwexs

The seats of cars for the FE- and ME- mar-

kets have no electric heating.

Backrest rake angle
acust e bacieest,
Head restraint . s ot
The head restraints can be raised or low- \ I the desirad, W’“‘“"
ered and to give maximum protection
should be adjusted to the same height as
the occupant's head.
To raise the head restraint: grip it on either
side and pul it straight u
To lower the head resiraint: press the 109 it agjustment
straight down.
Pull forward the telescopic lever
and raise o lower the lever unti
the desired height is obtained.

Controls for e«ecrmuy adjustable front seats
1 Backrest rake angl
3 Boaroom and neg adusment
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Electrically adjustable seats

Some variants are equipped with electri-
cally adjustable front seats, which are also
an option on certain other variants

The top control is for adjustment of the
backrest. In addition to legroom adjust-
ment, the lower control provides individual
height adjustment of the front (thigh sup-
port) and back of the seat

In the event of an electrical fault, a special
winder included in the tool kit can be used
o adjust the seat manually for legroom.

Seat belts

Always fasten your seat bett. This also ap-
plies to back-seat passengers. Research

Location of winder

sere

has established that it is equally dangerous
for rear-seat passengers not 1o wear seat
belts. In the event of a collision, unre-
strained rear-seat passengers are thrown
violently forward against the front-seat
backrests. This doubles the force put on the
front-seat occupants and seat bells, fre-
quently resulting in injury to all the occu-
pants. Each belt may only be worn by one
person at a time.

Apart from the belt for the middle rear-seat
passenger (n/a Convertible), the seat belts
are of the inertia reel type. To fasten a seat
bett, pull the strap gently out of the reel and
insert the tongue in the buckle. Make sure
that the tongue is properly secured

For maximum _protection, the seat belt
should be worn with the hip strap low
across the hips and the diagonal strap well

Taking hold of the front seat belt

SG1126

L ]

Front seat belt
1 Tongue
2 Buckle

in on the shoulder but not 100 close to the
neck. Make sure that the beltis not twisted
or rubbing against any sharp edges and
that there is no unnecessary slack in the
straps. To release the buckle, press the red
button marked PRESS.

Expectant mothers should take care to fit
the belt such that it does not apply pressure
to the abdomen. The hip strap should be as
low as possible across the hips.

Most of the time when the beltis being worn
the reel will not be locked, thus allowing
freedom of movement. However, the reel
will lock if the strap is jerked or withdrawn
sharply, i the car s tilted at a steep angle,
o if the car brakes hard or is involved in a
colision. The seat belt warning light on the
instrument panel will show if either of the
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front seat occupants has neglected o fas-
ten his belt

The belt for the middle rear-seat passenger
is of the lap-belt type and can be adjusted
manually. f required, lengthen the belt be-
fore fastening it by holding the adjuster at
right angles o the strap and pulling the
strap out. Tighten the belt by puling the free
end until the belt fits snugly against the
body. To release the belt, press the red
bution on the buckle

CAUTION
Make sure that the belts do not become

trapped when the rear seat is tipped for-
ward or folded back.

Adjusting the length of the lap belt

WARNING:
 Seat belts are designed to bear upon
the bony structure of the body, and

should be worn low across the front of
the pelvis, or the pelvis, chest and
shoulders, as_applicable: wearing the
Iap section of the belt across the abdom-
inal area must be avoide

© Seat belts should be adjusted as firmly
as possible, consistent with comfort, to
provide the protection for which they
have been designed. A siack bet wil
greatly reduce

should be replaced if webbing becomes
wayed mmamma\ed or damaged

Itis 0 replace the enire as-
sombly aftr t i Beon o 11 & 86
vere impact even if damage to the as-
sembly is not obvious.

Belts should not be womn with straps
wisted

Each belt assembly must only be used
by one occupant; it is dangerous to put
abaltarounda chidbeingcaried on the
occupans la

the wearer.
» Care should be taken to avoid contam-
ination of the webbing with polishes, oils
and chemicals, and particularly battery
acid. Cleaning may safely be carried out
using mid soap and water. The belt

Correct position of the seat belt

g

additions should be

* No
made by the user which either prevent

the seat belt adjusting devices from op-
erating to remove slack, or prevent the
seat belt assembly from being adjusted
to remove slack.
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Child safety

o travel safely in the car, children must be
restrained in some way. However, the re-
straint used must be suitable for the size of
the child. For this reason, before fitting any
type of safety seat o hamess, consult your
Saab dealer, who will be pleased to advise
you on the most suitable type of restraint.
When a child is able o sit up by itself, a
properly fitted child seat provides the best
protection. However, these should no
fonger be used when a child has outgrown
them, i.e. when they o longer provide am-
ple support for the head and legs.

When a child has outgrown child seats, the
standard seat belt with a booster cushion
should be used. Make sure that you are
familiar with the law regarding child
passengers.

Child restraint anchorages, 900 36 1%

Combi Coupé and Sedan

Child restraint anchorages, 900
Combi Coupé and Sedan (Australia
only)

To attach the restrains:

1 Remove the covering plugs from the
holes under the two cross-shaped cuts
in the luggage compartment fioor car-
pet.

2 Fasten the anchor bolts with their
shackles in the holes, using specially
designed spacers.

3 Bolt dimension: UNC 516, lenght 25
mm. Spacer dimension: 20 mm o (hole
12 mm o), thickness 10 mm.
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Child restraint anchorages,
900 Convertible

sai019

Child restraint anchorages, 900
Convertible (Australia only)

To attach the restrains:

1 Raise the convertible top and lower the
rear screen

2 Operating from outside of the car, lo-
cate the zippers situated in the space
between the back seat and the rear
screen, just below each head rest
Open the zipper.

Detach the head rest by unscrewing the
wing screw which locks the head re-
straint. Remove the head rest and
retighten the screw.

4 Ater removing ghe head rest, aﬂa:h
the child restraint to the anch

Bolt dimension UNC 5/16, length 20-25
mm (Australia).

WARNING:

Do not lower the top with passengers in
the rear seat area.

When driving with the top lowered and a
child restraint in the back seat, do not fit
the cover panels

Child restraint anchorages are designed
to withstand only those loads imposed by
correctly fitted child restraints. Under no
circumstances are they fo be used for
adult seat belts or hamesses.

Rear-view mirrors

The rear-view mirror is of the anti-dazzle
type and can be deflected by means of the
lever underneath the mirror
The door mirrors are anti-glare treated and
are adjustable by means of the levers on
the inside of the front doors.

Some models are equipped with
electrically adjustable door mirrors. The
switches for these are located on the insru-
ment panel, 1o either side of the steering
wheel. The switches may be moved up,
down, left or right

Door mirror

EX
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Catch for door mirror
(Convertivle)

900 Convertible: If subjected to excessive
force, the door mirrors will fold back. They
can also be parked in this position. Care-
fully fold the mirror backwards until it en-
gages the calch. To release the mirror,
press it back and push in the catch.

se a8

1f subjected to excessive force, the mirrors
fitted to Gonvertibles will fold back. The mir-
ors can also be parked in the folded back
position. Carefully fold the mirror back-
wards until it engages the catch. To release
the mirror, push it further into the folded
positon to iake pressure off the catch. Push
in the catch and release the mirror

Front ashtray and cigar lighter
1 Spring catch
2 Cigar fighter

Ashtrays

The car is fitted with two ashirays: one is
incorporated in the radio console and the
other at the back of the centre console bet-
ween the front seats.

To remove the front ashtray from its hous-
ing, depress the spring catch (as shown)
and pull the ashtray out of the housting. To
replace the ashtray, simply push it back into
the housing.

To remove the rear ashtray, make sure it is
fully open and then press down and pull it
forward. To refit the ashtray, engage the
two_springs in the corresponding Iugs,
press down on the ashtray and push it in

Rear ashiray
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Switches for electric windows and  SG1116
switch to render door switches for
rear windows inoperative

Electric windows

The two-position rocker switch-
es forthe electric windows are located on
the switch panel on the centre console. The
switches for the front-doors window have a
third position beyond the spring-loaded de-
tent position. With the switch in this posi-
tion, the window will open fully without the
need 1o keep the switch depressed. Door
switches are also provided for operation of
the rear windows but these can be ren-
dered inoperative by a switch on the centre
console (marked ON/OFF) to prevent child-
ren playing with them

[

Door switch for rear window 6237

WARNING

Always remove the ignition key when
leaving the car to avert the risk of injury
arising from unattended chidren operat-
ing the windows.

—

‘Sunroof handle s6 9%

Sunroof

To open the sunroof: slide the panel back
by means of the handle. Release the han-
dle when the sunroof is open the desired
amount, whereupon it willlock in that posi-
tion. To close the sunroof: side the panel
forward by means of the handle, making
sure that it clicks shut
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SG1116

Switch for electric sunroof

R Some models are equipped with
an electric sunroof. The switch for the sun-
oot is located at the front of the centre con-

Manual operation of sunroof

A manual winder for emergency operation
of the sunroof (e.g. in the event of an elec-
trical fault) is fitted to the sunroof motor. The
motor is located on the right-hand side un-
demeath the luggage compariment floor.
To close the sunroof, rotate the winder in a
clockwise direction.

Convertible top

GENERAL SAFETY
PRECAUTIONS

 When raising or lowering the top, keep

hands well clear of the hinges, inkages

and windscreen frame.

Remove all objects from the space be-

hind the rear sea before raising or low-

ering the top. This space is for stowage

of the top only. Loose items left here

could damage the rear screen o the top

assembly.

Before raising or lowering the top, check

that people are standing well clear. The

rear seat must not be occupied during

operation of the tof

« Before lowering or raising the top, re-
move any child seats, camycots, chil-
Gren or infants from the rear seat.

« Do not operate the top when the outside
temperature is below 35°F (2°C).

 Before driving off, make sure that the
top s either properly secured to the top
of the windscreen on both sides, or that
it is properly stowed behind the rear
seat.

» Before operating the ROOF switch,
make sure that the manual valve is
closed.

© Do ot run the car through an automatic
car wash as this is liable to damage the
top.

® Do not lower the top when it is wet or
damp as moisture can damage o stain
the interior or cause mildew o0 form on
the fabric of the top.

‘The 900 Convertible is designed for a max-

imum of four oceupants including the driver,

two in the front and two in the back

Itis strongly advised that rear-seat passen-

gers also wear seat belts at all times.
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Lowering the top

CAUTION

Keep hands well clear of the hinges and
linkages when lowering the top,

Before lowering the top, make sure that
the rear seats are unoccupied and that
people are well clear of the car.

Remove any loose items from the space
behind the rear seats (his space should
not be used for storage other than for
stowage of the top itsell).
Note that the rear screen must sither be
raised and secured with the zipper or low-
ered entirely ino the space behind the
rear seats. Never leave it resting horizon-
tally against the rear-seat backrest.
1 Apply the handbrake. (The top cannot
be operated unless the handbrake is
on)

2 Tum the ignition key to the drive posi-
tion,
3 Lower all side windows and the sun vi-

4 Undo the two latching handles, to re-
lease the hooks from the strikers.

Press the ROOF switch to raise the top
to the position at which it will remain
open (approx. 1 - 2 feet (30 - 60 cm)
above the windscreen frame)

Latehing handle

1 Hook
2 Striker

Switch for Convertible top

saizs

6 Retur the two handles to their original
positions

N.B.

Failure 1o do so at this stage can resultin
damage to the handles or the car uphol-

7 Press the roof switch to lower the top
completely. Switch off the ignition.

8 Check that the inner lining of the top has
folded down properly behind and clear
of the top edge of the backrest. If not,
tuck it down by hand.
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Fitting the side cover panel 56767

Fitting the cover panels

Open the boot, unhook the elastic straps at
either end of the storage bag and take out
the covers.

Inspect and, if necessary. clear any dit
from the groove in the black metal rai at the
back of the stowage compartment (1).
Starting with the panel for the right-hand
side, insert the rear edge into the groove in
the black metal rail, positioning the panel
approximately one inch (25 mm) in from the
end of the rail. Press down the front of the
cover (2) until it snaps into place and is re-
tained by the spring ciip. Slide the back into
position, i line with the black rail (3)

Fit the left-hand cover panel in the same
way.

N.B.
Make certain that the inner lining of the

top does not become trapped between

the panels and top of the backrest
With the boot id open, sfide the edge of the
middle cover panel under the metal rail and
fine up the studs with the corresponding
fasteners in the side cover panels. Insert
the straps on the back of the cover under
the boot lid and close the fid. Push down on

the panel to engage the studs. Hook the
straps onto the studs on the front of the
nel.

CAUTION

Make certain the cover panels are secure
before driving of.
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Fastener for middle panel stud

To remove the covers

Open the boot, unhook the straps from the
front of the middle panel and ease the panel
studs out of the fasteners. Raise the lead
ing edge and remove the panel. To remove
the side panels, release the back edges
first

Stow the cover panels in the bag (see in-
structions inside the bag).

Raising the top

CAUTION

Keep hands well clear of the hinges and
linkages when raising the top.
Beforsaising thelop, ke e thal the

are unoccupied and that peo-
Pl are wel cear of the car

1 Apply the handbrake. (The top cannot
be operated unless the handbrake is
on

2 Lower all side windows and the sun vi-
Sors, and remove the cover panels.

3 Press the ROOF switch and raise the
fop to halfway. Thereafter, lower it gen-
{ly until it approx. 2 feet (60 cm) above

top closing too soon wih ensuing dam-

ge {0 the latching hooks).

4 Open the latching handles fully.

5 Press the ROOF switch again until the
top comes 1o rest on the windscreen
frame.

6 With one hand on the grab rail at the
front of the top, hoid the top firmly
against the windscreen frame and lock
ihe top by pushing the latching handles
fully home.

N.B.

Do not pull the top down by means of the
latching handes.

7 Check that the hooks are property en:

Latching handle
1 Hook
2 Striker

Latching mechanismm in locked position
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Top lining held in position by Velcro  SGeseA
strp

8 If necessary, adjust the Veicro fasten-
ing along the edges of the top lining
(see picture).

9 Switch off the ignition

Raising the top manually

If necessary, in the event of a system fail-
ure, the top can be raised manually once a
hydraulic valve (behind a fiap in the trim at
the back of the boot) has been opened.

CAUTION

Keep hands well clear of the hinges and
linkages when raising the top.

Before raising the top, make sure that the

rear seats are unoccupied and that peo-
ple are well clear of the car.

Valve for manual operation of the
op.

1 Apply the handbrake.
Lower all side windows and the sun vi-
sors.

3 Open the manual valve fully by turning

the handle a quarter-turn clockwise.
ove the cover panels and stow

them inside the bag. Do not secure the

bag in the boot yet

5 From the rear seat, grip the grab rail on
the front of the top and raise the 1op to

the halfway position

Open the latching handles fully.

Pull the top down onto the windscreen

frame.

<o

8 With one hand on the grab rail at the
front of the top, hoid the top firmly
against the windscreen frame and lock
the top by pushing the latching handles
fully home.

N.B.

Do not pull the top down by means of the

latching handles.

9 Check that the hooks are properly en
gaged.

10 If necessary. adiust the Velcro fasten:
ing along the edges of the top lining
(see picture).

11 Fully close the manual valve by turning
it a quarter-turn anti-clockwise.

12 Secure the bag in the boot.

Latching mechanism in locked position
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Lowering the top manually

If required, in the event of a system failure,
the top can also be lowered manually, once
the hydraulic valve located behind a flap in
the trim at the back of the boot has been

CAUTION

® Keep hands well clear of the hinges and
linkages when lowering the top.

 Before lowering the top, make sure that
the rear seat is unoccupied and that
people are well clear of the car.

* Remove any loose items from the space
behind the rear seat (this space should
not be used for storage other than for
stowage of the top itsel).

© Note that the rear screen must either be
raised and secured with the zipper or

lowered entirely into the space behind

the rear seats. Never leave it resting
horizontally against the rear-seat back-
rests,

1 Apply the handbrake.

2 Lower all side windows and the sun vi-
sors

3 Open the manusl valve fully by tuming
the handle a quarter-tum clockwi

4 Open both latching handles fully.

Latching handle

2 Striker

5 Holding the grab rail at the front of the
top, partly raise the top and then retum
the latching handles to the closed posi-
tion,

6 From the side of the car, with the open

of the hand under the side of the
top frame, it the top towards the back
Keep hands well clear of the linkages.

7 Push the top right the way down behind
the rear seats,

8 Fully close the manual valve by turning
it a quarter-tur anti-clockwise. Replace
the trim panel over the valve.

9 Fit the cover panels as detailed earlier
in this section.

Support strap for rear screen

Opening the rear screen
The rear screen can be opened to provide
a greater flow of air through the interior
when the side windows are down. Open the
rear screen as follows
1 Support the gareen by securing the
strap to the hang
2 Release the hnlng flaps on either side
adjacent to the screen.
3 Open the zipper completely.
4 Undo the strap and lower the screen
carefully down behind the rear seals.
Re-secure the lining flaps.
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CAUTION
To prevent damage 1o the rear screen.
never store any hard or sharp objects be-
hind the rear seats.
Raising the rear screen

1 Open the latching handles at the front
of the top to release the tension in the

Release the lining flaps on either side,

adjacent to the rear screen

3 Lift the rear screen into position, secur
ing it by means of the strap.

4 Close the zipper and re-secure the lin-
ing flaps,

5 Close the latching handles

Zipper for rear screen

Checking the level of the hydraulic
fluid (Convertible)

The reservoir is located undemeath the
rear seat. To remove the seat cushion, grip
the front of the seat and ift it up.

The reservoir is transparent to faciliate
checking of the fluid level. The level should
be above the mark when the top is down,
and below the mark when the top is up. If

who will check the system for leaks and top
it up with the special fluid required

Removing the seat cushion

E]

Hydrauic-fluid reservoir SG1131

Audio equipment

A cable for the car aerial has already been

electric aerial, or complete with electric
aerial, and front and rear sets of speakers.
The cables are accessible behind instru-
ment panel console, the speaker cover on
the instrument panel and behind the trim in
the luggage compartment.

Further details of these and other accesso-
ries are contained in a leaflet available from
your Saab dealer.
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Doors

Both front doors may be locked by key from
the outside. Most models have central lock-
ing. The key supplied with i car fits all

The serial number of the key is
Slamped on 1ne dlss on the keyring. Keep
the disc in a safe place and make a note of
the serial number in case a key is lost and
you need to order a replacement

LH door lock

1 To unlock
To lock

Central locking

When the driver's door is locked/unlocked,
all other doors will also be lockediunlocked
by he cenirallocing system, the passen-
ger doors can be uniocked by key from the
outside (front door oni) ot by reiSng the
locking butions on the inside of the doors.
Similarly, the passenger doors can be
locked by the locking buttons when the cen-
tral locking system is unlocked. The lug-
gage compartment door can also be
locked/unlocked separately by key.

Door in 3-door models
3 Wincow reguitor
2 Door hand]

5 Civing nandle

3

Locking button

Child safety catch in 4-door and
5-door models
1 Door can be opened from inside or outside
2 Door can only be opened from outside
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Calch for rear side window
(3-door models)

Luggage compartment

To open the luggage compartment door,
release the catch in the handle. To close
the door, use the handle provided on the
inside.

The luggage compartment door is fitted
with a catch which holds the parcel shelf
upright to facilitate loading and unioading.

sao
Luggage compartment door Saab 900
Sedan and Convertible

1 Lock operated by central locking

system

2 Locked position - cannot be un-
locked by central locking system

3 To uniock
locking system

Luggage compartment door,
Saab 900 Combi Cou

pe

when locked by central

B

Hande inside luggage compartment ~SG 835
foor

To make more space in the luggage com-
partment the parcel shelf can be removed,

by liting the cushion strap and standing the
cushion on edge behind the front seats.
Remove the head restraints (i fitted) from
the backrest, release the backrest caich
and fold the backrest forward. Keep the
seat belt away from the fixing bracket when
the seat is folded in order that the belt will
not become damaged or trapped.

The parcel shelf should be removed
when the backrest and seat cushion are
folded forwards. Otherwise, in the event
of a collision, it might be thrown forward
and cause injury.
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Bonnet

‘The bonnet release handle is located on the
left-hand side, undemeath the instrument
panel. To open the bonnet:

1 Pull the handle whereupon the leading

edge of the bonnet will spring up, pro-
viding access to the safety catch.

Catah for rear parcel shelf G893 Strap for seat cushion
On the 900 Convertible, the seat is fixed

and cannot be folded.

The spare wheel, jack and tool kit are

stowed under a panel in the luggage com-
partment floor.

Backrest catch Bonnet release handle

CAUTION
Make sure that the belts do not become

trapped when the rear seat is tipped for-
ward or folded back.




Glove compartment

Bonnet safety catch 56902
2 Press down on the leading edge of the
bonnet and pullthe catch forwards. The
leading edge of the bonnet will now

or
spring up enabling the bonnet to be
tiited Torward.

Glove compartment

3 To open

Doors, locks and luggage cor

33
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Ignition switch and
gear lever lock

The ignition switch has the following posi-

Locking position \

The ignition key can only be removed when

the gear lever is in reverse (R) or the se-

lector lever (automatic gearbox) is in the P
position. In this position the gear \evsr/ser

lector lever is locked and the parking lig!

and hazard warning lights can be swwtched

Parking position
e gear lever/selector lever is unlocked

vided that the lighting switch is in the head-
light position.

Drive position
The entire electrical system is operative.
Never leave the key in the drive position
unless the engine is running.

(Key in d ut the en-
gine running as this can damage the ig-
nition system.

Starting position

This operates the starter motor. When r

leased, the key springs back automatically
to the drive position. The car is equipped
with a starter interiock device, which means
that if the engine fals to start the key must
be returned to the parking position before it
can be turned to the starting position again.

Starting the engine

General

The starter motor should not be run for
more than 15 seconds at a time. Walt 20 -
30 seconds before running the starter mo-
tor again to give the battery time to recover.
When starting in very cold weather, make
sure that all heavy power consumers are
switched off (e.g. heated rear window and
headlights)

Avoid racing the engine or putting a heavy
load on it while it is cold. Drive off as soon
as the oil waring light has been extin-
quished, to enable the engine to reach its
normal running temperature as soon as
possible.

WARNING

When starting the car inside a garage,
make sure that the garage doors are
open to allow the poisonous exhaust
gases to escape.

Starting fuel-injection engines

Tho engine has an automaic choke and
should be started as follows

1 (Manual gearbox nn\y) Depress the
clutch pedal.
(Automatic gearbox) Note that the en-
gine can be started only when the se-
fector lever is in the P or N position.
2 Tum the key to the starting position and
let it spring back as soon as the engine
s started (in very cold weather it may
be necessary to keep the starter motor
running for up to fifteen seconds). Let
the engine run for about ten seconds
before touching the accelerator pedal.
Do not run the engine on full throttle
(accelerator hard down) until the engine
has been running for at least two or
three minutes.

very cold weather, if the engine should
stall soon after having been started (e.g. as
aresult of the clutch having been released
too quickly), hold down the accelerator and
tum the engine over on the starter moltor for
about 5 - 10 seconds to prevent the engine
from becoming flooded (fuel/air mixture too
rich). Thereafter, start the car in the normal
way.
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Note that the engine has hydraulic cam fol-
lowers (which operate the valves) and
these are completely service-free.

valve clearance is set up accurately at the
factory and will not require further adjust-

In certain conditions the hydraulic cam fol-
at

ately atter the engine has been started until
the oil pressure has built up.

Itis possible for air to enter the lubricating
system when the il or oil filter is changed
or if the car has been left standing for a pro-
longed period. In this case the ticking noise
may be heard for as long as fifteen minutes
after starting, but, again, this is normal and

noise has disappeared

Important points to note when
driving (900 Turbo 16 models)

1 Starting and driving

« Neveraccelerate at full throttle before the
reading on the temperature gauge is nor-
mal (needle in green zone).

« If the needle on the pressure gauge re-
peatedly enters the red zone,  oss of

engine power may be experienced owing

o the safety cut-out system limiting the
charging pressure. If this happens, take
the car to an authorized Saab workshop
wihoutdelay. Under cartsin atmospheric
the needle may briefly enter

e broken 60 zone, but tis 1 hormal
and does ot indicate a malfunction.

« The engineis also equipped with a safety
cut-out to prevent the engine exceeding
‘approx. 6,000 r/min,

2 Stopping the engine

« Do not rev the engine immediately before
switching it off but switch it off only when
itis idling. This is to ensure that the turbo

mpressor is not run unnecessarily
without adequate oil pressure.

3 Automatic Performance Control (APC)

+ The ARG syster s designed to ive op-
timum engine performance when 97 o
e fuel (RONy 1 baing used. Wren fuel
of this or a higher octane raling is used,
the engine will deliver maximum power.
However, one of the advantages of the
APC systemis that the engine can be run
on cheaper grades of low-octane fuel
(minimum: 91 octane RON) quite safely.
The same performance as that achieved
with 97 octane fuel can also be achieved
for short bursts. In general, a high-octane
fuel will give the best performance and a
low.ociane fuel the best fuel economy.

piec by the 1rbo {0 Sul the knocking:
Jpinking tendencies of the engine. Brief
spells of knocking in the engine are per-
fectly normal. These can occur when &
heavy load is put on the engine at about
3,000 r/min and the extent of the knock-
ing will depend on the grade of fuel being
used.

Isolated instances of knocking are more
iikely when low-octane fuel is being used.
‘controlled form of knocking followed
by a reduction in the charging pressure
merely indicates that the APC system is
working normally, and is perfectly safe
for the engine.
However, if constant knocking occurs ev-
ery time a load is put on the engine, this
indicates a malfunction in the system.
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Important considerations for cars
with catalytic converter (certain
models onl

The catalytic converter is an exhaust-
mission control device incorporated in the
exhaust system. It consists of a honeycomb
ceramic insert, the cells of which have their
walls coated with catalytic material (plati-
num and rhodium)

To ensure that the catalytic converter func-
tions properly and to avoid damage to the
active constituents of the catalyst the fol-
lowing points must be observed:

« Use only unleaded petrol. (Use of leaded
petrol will damage the catalyst and oxy-
gen sensor and drastically reduce the
performance of the device.)

* Aways keep the car propory savied in
accordance with the service prog

This spplee perticilery o fhe el anc
ignition syst
Always be a\srl to any misfiring of the
engine (engine not running on all cylin-
ders), any loss of power or any symptom
of reduced performance. At the frst sign
of anything being wrong, reduce speed
and take the car to an authorized Saab
dealer as soon as possible.

« lithe caris difficult 1o start (in severe cold
or if the battery is flat) the car can be
started with the use of jump leads from
another battery (see the section on start-
ing assistance). However, as soon as the
engine has started, it is important that it

runs on all four cylinders. If not, let the
engine idle for a maximum of five min-
utes to give it ime to run smoothly. If, af-
ter this period, the engine still misfires,
the spark plugs must be replaced. If the
engine fails o run properly even after
new plugs have been fitted, get in touch
with an authorized Saab dealer.

« Never drive off if the engine is misfiring!

« If the car is being bump started and the
engine is already at about normal tem-
perature, the engine must run on all four
cylinders immediately after starting.

Oxygen sensor regulated injection system

sat002

It after a bumpstarting attempt the engine
fails 1o stert immediately, do not attempt
to start it again by bump starting.

« Failure o follow these directions can re-
sult in damage to the catalytic converter
and associated components and may
represent a breach of the warranty con-
ditons.

Running in

Pistons, cylinder walls and bearings need
time 1o’ bed in, to_obtain uniform, wear-
resistant surfaces. If a new engine is driven
100 hard, this gradual process of wearing in
will not be possible and the life of the en-
gine will be shortened

Accordingly. for the first 3,000 km or so
never drive ihe car at full throttle other than
momentariy

In the case of turbo-engine cars, during the
first 2,000 km do not exceed 5,000 /min.

Running in of new brake pads

The running-in period for new brake pads
is around 150 km of city driving or 500 km
of highway motoring. To extend the service
lite, avoid hard braking during this period.
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Gear changing

Manual gearbox

‘The gear positions are marked on the gear
lever. Before reverse gear can be engaged,
the release ring underneath the gear lever
knob must be lifted
To change gear, fully depress the clutch
dal and then release it smoothly. Never
slip or ride the clutch nor use it as a footrest
as this causes abnormally high wear on the
release bearing and clutch: the pedal
should be all the way up or al the way
down.

Before selecting reverse. make sure that

Gear lever and gear positions (manual gear-
x only)

Soam

56 866

the car is stationary and that the engine is

at idiing speed

For maximum fuel economy it is recom-
mended that you change up at the follow-
ing road speeds:

Gear change

Tst - 2nd 15 mph (25 km/h)
2n6 - 3rd 25 mph (40 kmvh)
3rd - ath 40 mph (65 kmvh)
_4th-5th 45 mph (75 kmih)

Automatic gearbox

The selector positions are marked on the
console cover.

= 1st-3rd gear
1st - 2nd gear
= 1st gear only

P
R

N = Neutral
D

2 } forward speeds
1

To prevent damage to the gearbox, some

pressed (see illustration). The selector le-
ver will move freely from the R, 2 or 1 po-
sitions to the D or N position.

When the car s at a standstil, do not move
the selector lever except when the engine
is at idling speed; moving the selector lever
while your foot s on the accelerator will be
detrimental to the gearbox. Always keep
your foot on the brake pedal when select-

Road speed

PR21

Selector lever (automatic gearbox 61178
only)

ing a drive position to prevent the car from
creeping. Don't drive the car with your hand
resting on the selector lever, since this may
cause wear of the transmission.

Selector positions

D

This is the position for normal forward driv-
ing. The gearbox will automatically select
whichever of the three forward gears best
matches the vehicle speed and load on the
engine.

2

When this position is selected, there will be
automatic changing between first and sec-
ond gears but third gear cannot b

lected. If the car is traveling in third gear
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with the selector in the D position, move-
ment of the lever to position 2 will give an
immediate change-down to second gear for
greater engine braking power. Position 2
must not be selected at road speeds ex-
ceeding 55 mph (90 km/h)

1

Position 1 may be used to obtain maximum
engine-braking on steep downhill or uphill
slopes to avoid repeated gear changing,
which can lead to overheating of the gear-
box oil. If the lever is moved from position
Dto position 1 while the car is in third gear,
an immediate change-down to second gear
wil take place. Once the speed of the car
has_dropped below about 37 mph

km/h), the car will change down to first gear.

when the lever is in position 1

N

With the selector in this position, the car is
in neutral and no power is transmitted o the
wheels. Remember to apply the handbrake
10 prevent the car rolling if on a slope.

This is the position for reverse gear. Never
select this position if the car is moving for-
ward,

P

This is the position for parking. The lever
must be in this position before the ignition
key can be tumed 1o the locking position
and withdrawn. In this position, the selector
lever is locked and the gearbox immobi-
lized

Never select po:

oving

jon P when the car is

Driving off

1 With the brakes applied, move the se-
lector lever to a drive position (position
D is normal for forward driving).

2 Release the brakes and apply the ac-
celerator.

Kick-down

If a change-down is required for maximum
acceleration, e.g. for overtaking, press the
accelerator hard_down, beyond the full-
throttle position. For instance, i the accel-
erator is pushed down to the kick-down po-
sition when the car is travelling at a speed
of between 34 and 65 mph (55 - 105 km/h),
the car will immediately change down f0
second gear. As soon as the engine
reaches the maximum speed for the Se-
lected gear or the accelerator s released,
the car will automatically change up to the

Cruise control
WARNING

Do not use the cruise control system
when the roads are wet or slippery or in
dense traffic. When the system is not in
use, the switch should be in the OFF po-
sition.
Certain variants are equipped with the
cruise-control system as standard; on cer-
tain other variants the system is available
as an option
The cruise control system is operated by
two switches incorporated in the left-hand
stalk switch. The siiding switch has four po-
sitions: OFF, TIP, ON and RESUME. The
push-button switch in the end of the stalk is
the SET SPEED switch.

Cruise control switches
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To select the required speed

Move the switch to ON. Accelerate to Ihe
required speed (lowest speed: 25 my

40 km/h) and press SET SPEED.

To reduce the selected speed

Touch the brake pedal until the required
speed is obtained and then press SET
SPEED.

To increase the selected speed

Accelerate to the required speed and then
press SET SPEED SPEED. It is also pos:
sibleto increase the speed by means of the
PEED control. The speed will in-
et long as SET SPEED is de-

Temporary increase in speed
The system allows you to increase speed

leased the system will then revert 1o the
preselected speed.

Temporary reduction in speed

The cruise control system is always can-
celled by operation of the brake or the
clutch pedal. A smoother_reduction in
speed is obtained by moving the siding
switch to position TIP. However, the system
can be brought into operation again for the
preselected speed by holding the switch in
the RESUME position for a few moments.

Dlsengaqlng the system
The cniss control system wil be disen-

gaged (switched off

« If either the brake pedal or ciutch pedal
is depressed.

« If the switch is moved to TIP

« If the switch is moved to OFF

« When the engine is switched off

Braking

When driving in alpine country and similar
conditions, 10 avoid the risk of the brakes
overheating on long descents, always use
the braking effect of the engine by driving
in a low gear. If your car has an automatic
gearbox, position 1 or 2 should be selected.
In_high-speed motoring, the life of the
brakes can be increased: Avoid braking
over long stretches. Instead, brake more
firmly over a shorter period of time.

CAUTION

It s good practice to try your brakes pe-
Tiocically whi aving but partculary so
/@ been driving through snow,

drastically reduced until they dry out.

Braking with ABS anti-lock brakes

To stop as quickly as possible, press the
pedal hard down regardiess of the condition
of the road surface (dry, wet, slippery. efc.).
The ABS system modulates the braking
pressure to the respective wheels 1o main-
tain the maximurn braking effect on the car,
without loss of directional stabilty or steer-
ing control. A distinctive pulsating noise can
be heard when the system is operating.
Because operation of the ABS system
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will be initiated by only light pedal pressure
if the road is slippery, you can test the con-
dition of the road by frying your brakes and
then adapt your driving accordingly.

Steering
characteristics

The car has a builtn tendency to under-
steer, L. at a given position of the steering
wheel the turing circle tends to increase as
the speed of the car increases. The car is
delberstaly dssigned this way 1o improve

the likelihood of rear-
Eol s, One o the wags 1 whh U
Gersteer has been achieved is through the
weight distribution: including the weight of
the driver, about 60% of the vehicle weight
is over the front wheels; the corresponding
figure for  fully loaded car is

Economical motoring

To keep fuel consumption down and wear
10 @ minimum, the car needs to be driven
smoothly and gently and serviced regularly.
Avoid hard acceleration. (Cars with a man-
ual gearbox) avoid racing the engine and

ended speeds for
changing gear given under ‘Gear chang-
ing’

Frequent gear changing (e.g. town driving),
short trips when the engine is cold, driving

with a roof rack or trailer attached and run-
ning on studded snow tyres allincrease fuel
consumption.

Conditions affecting fuel
consumption

Fuel consumption is greatly affected by the
general driving conditions and the style of
driving, the weather, the standard of the
road, the condition of the car, the speed at
which it is driven, etc.

Weather conditions

Fuel consumption may be as much as 10%
better in summer than in winter. Fuel con-
sumption is higher in cold weather because
of the longer time it takes for the engine to
reach normal temperature and for the trans-
mission and wheel bearings to warm up.
Fuel economy is also affected by the dis-
tance driven: short trips o longer than 5 - 8
km do not give the engine sufficient time to
reach its normal running temperature.
Strong winds can also affect fuel consump-
tion,

If the general fuel consumption for the car
with the engine at normal temperature is
1.0 /10 km, then the actual fuel consump-
tion atter the car has travelled 5 km ater
starting from cold will be 1.20 /10 km at
an ambient temperature of 20°C -
crease of 20 %; 1.60 ltr/10 km at 0°C - an
increase of 60 %; and 2.0 ltr10 km at an
‘ambient temperature of -20°C - an increase
of 100

i
E'V e S (S

Graph showing the increased fuel  SG 012
‘consumption at different outdoor tem-

res on cod saring as against
5tanmg i the engine af nora
temy

When starting from cold, the distance trav-
elled by the car and the temperature out-
side greatly affect fuel consumption, as
shown on the graph. For instance, if you
use the car predominantly for short rips (5
-8 km), the average fuel consumption may
be 60 - 80 % higher than normal.

Road conditions

Wet roads increase fuel consumption as do

than the additional amount required for driv-
ing uphil)
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Driving style and technique

Driving at high speed, frequent accelera-
tion, braking and gear changing allincrease
fuel consumption, whereas smooth driving
will reduce it. Since engine revolutions are
higher in the low gears at a given road
speed, frequent o prolonged driving in low
gears wil increase fuel consumption. For
his reason, always change up to a higher
gear as s00n as the traffic conditions allow
and drive in high gear for s long as p
sible.

Practical trials on the roads have demon-
strated that substantial savings in fuel con-
sumption can be made if these tips are fol-

The condition of the car

The general condiion of the car is of great

importance 1o fuel economy. For economi-

cal motoring, pay particular attention to the
llowing:

« Make sure that the car is serviced regu-
larly in accordance with the service pro-
gramme.

« Make sure that the tyres are correctly in-
flated: if the tyres are soft their roling re-
sistance will be higher and fuel consump-
tion will be increase

« A roof rack reduces the aerodynamic ef-
ficiency of the car and thus increases fuel
consumption. ‘Remove the roof rack
when ot in use.

* Towing a caravan or raller grealy n-
creases fuel consumptio

Driving in winter
weather

Before driving off in cold weather, check
that the windscreen and headiight wiper
blades have not become frozen to the

tremely cold weather, apply suitable lubri-
cant (molybdenum disuiphide) to the door
locks to prevent their freezing. If a lock has
frozen, take care not o break the key when
trying to unlock it. Heat the key first o ap-
ply some de-icing agent t0 i
Now and again when refuelling in the win-
ter, add a fuel additive to the fuel to prevent
any condensation in the fuel tank freezing
and disrupting the fuel supply. To keep
jown the risk of condensation, keep the
fuel tank full
It s particularly important when the roads
are sippery that the brakes and tyres are i
good condition. The basic version of the
& 500 i fited with radia yres hat also
perform well on icy and_snow-covered
roads - provided the snow is not too deep.
Other models in the Saab 900 range are fit-
ted with tyres which provide exceptional
grip on both wet and dry roads, although
this has been achieved at the expense of
somewhat reduced grip on snow and ice.

For driving in these conditions, we therefore
{ecommare thai shecil weiae tyree be W
e provide the best grip on icy
foads & cepedialy I fited wi s
If winter tyres are o be used, the same type
of tyre must be ftted to all four wheels. Your
local Saab dealer will be pleased to advise
you of suitable tyres.
If the car gets into a front-wheel skid, dis-
engage the transmission by depressing the
clutch (so that the wheels are freewheeling)
and steer the front wheels in the direction
you wish 1o go. At all costs, avoid touching
the brakes. To control a rear-wheel skid,
steer into the skid (i.e. steer in the direction
the rear of the car is moving).
Conventional snow chains may be fitted to
the front wheels but drive carefully f these
are fited as sharp comering and excessive
movement of the suspension may cause
the chains to scrape against the body.
Before fitting snow chains, you are strongly
advised to consult your Saab dealer, who
will be pleased to give you details of the le-
gal and safety requirements involve
also to advise you of the suitabilty of fiting
chains to the wheels and tyres on your par-
ticular car.
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Driving in hot climates

1 Always check the coolant level before

starting your journey.

2 Drive the car in the highest gear possi-
ble, even uphil (this keeps the engine
revs down with the result that the en-

does not get so hot). If your car has
an automatic gearbox, avoid using the
kick-down function.

3 At the end of your journey, do not stop
the engine immediately but let it idle for
two or three minutes first

4 If the needle on the temperature gauge
enters the red zone while you are driv-

« Stop the car immediately but do not
switch off the engine

« Even if the expansion tank is empty, do
not remove the filler cap.

« Pour cold water over the radiator unti the
needle on the temperature gauge has
fallen below the red zone.

« Switch off the engine.

* Wait until the needle on the temperature

indicates normal _ temperature
(about midway) and then remove the
filler cap on the expansion tank and top
up the coolant.

« Take the car to an authorized Saab work-
shop as soon as possible.

Towing a trailer or
caravan

Towing attachment

A towing attachment, suitable for towing
loads up to 1,500 kg is available as an ac-

Provision in the form of bolt holes
has already been made 1o faciitate f
of the attachment

Trailer (or caravan) weight

Onnomal s with radien ot exceed:
. the maximum permissibie traller
Wweight s 1,500 kG On roads wh steeper
araglents (10-12 5, the corrssponding -
ure is 1,200 kg and on roads with sleep
gradients (12-15 %) the figure is 850 kg
These figures apply to trailers with brakes.
The maximum permissidle weight of &
trailer without brakes is 500 kg
Atrailer should not be towed if gradients of

making ot amving mpossivle
Make sure you are familiar with the law
regarding speed limits for towing, ma
imum trailer weights and trailer braking
requirements and also any special driv-
ing licence provisions.

Towing attachment load

The weight distribution of the trailer load
makes a lot of difference to the handiing
properties of the car and trailer comtina-

tion. On a single-axle trailer, whenever pos-
skts concaniraie the load over the wheels
and keep it as low as possible. The load

shouid be dlsmbuled sich thl the loed on
the towi

75 kg, Nowe o natthis 1oad must be incuded
as part of the car's camying capacily,
thereby reducing the load capacity of the
luggage compartment by the same amount.
If heavier trailers are o be towed it is re-
commended that pneumatic spring boost-
ers, available as an accessory, be fitied.

Driving with a trailer attached

When towing a trailer always make allow-
ance forthe altred handing characterisics
of the car and the reduced braking effect.
The trailer brakes, springs mpers
greatly influence these characteristics.
Toprovde merimum cooling for the engine
en towing a trailer up steep hills, set the
helhng system to maximum and switch the
fan to high speed.
(Cars with an automatic gearbox) For driv-
ing on steep uphill or downhill slopes with a
trailer attached, move the selector lever to
position 1
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Driving with a roof-rack
load

‘The maximum permitted load carried on the
roof-rack is 100 kg/220 Ib (n/a Convertible)
Note that roof-rack oads are included i the
cars carrying capacity. The roof-rack
mountings must be robust and able to with-
stand high stresses and the load must be
securely lashed. In some countries, special
speed restrictions apply to cars camying
roof-rack loads. A roof-rack designed spe-
;\aHy for the car is available from your Saab
iealer.

Driving with a load-
carrier
(900 Convertible)

The maximum load permitied on a carer-

bar system on the 900 Convertible is 30 kg
(50 1) Note o caror oad 5 rehnten
in the car's carrying capacity. Carrier
mountings must be robust and abie to with-
stand high stresses, and the load must be
tied down securely. Avoid high-speed driv-
ing when carrying a load-carrier, and note
that in some countries special speed re-
strictions may apply.
Aload-carrier system designed specially for
the 900 Convertible s obtainable from your
Saab dealer.

Driving with the
luggage compartment
door open

Owing to the fact that driving with the lug-
gage compartment door open enables ex-
haust fumes 1o be drawn into the car, this
should be avoided whenever possible.
However, if this is unavoidable, ciose al
windows, and set the heating and ventila-
maximum ventiation and the high-
est deffoster setting.

If the car is to be driven with the luggage
compartment door open, always lash the
door securely o the bumper.

Driving with the
compact spare wheel
fitted

Please observe the following when driving
with the compact spare wheel fitted
The tyre on the t spare_wheel
should be inflated 10 a pressure of 420 kPa.
(4.2 bar).

Do ot drive any further than is necessary
as the maximum life of the wheel is 3,500
km approx. Reinstall a standard unit as
s00n as possible.

Do not exceed 80 kmih as this may cause

overheating of the tyre and deterioration of

the road manners.

Avoid driving 100 close to kerbs, as the
round clearance is lower when the com-

pact spare wheel is ftted.

Similarly, do not fit snow chains. Do not fita

hub cap, as this would cover the warning

text.

The car must not be driven with more than
one compact spare wheel

Boost starting using
jump leads

To avoid arcmg or ﬂashaver that can seri-
ously damage the car's electrical compo-
nents, jump \eads must be connected cor-
reclly.

1 Switch off the igniion and all power
consumers (lighs, radio, etc.) in the
faulty car.

2 Switch off the engine in the donor car.

3 Start by connecting the positive (+) ter-
minal of the donor car battery to the
positive (+) terminal of the flat battery.
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4 Next connect the negative (- terminal
of the donor car battery to the engine
mounting of the faulty car, furthest away
from the battery (do not connect the
negative (-) lead from the donor car to
the faulty car battery because a spark
couldignite the explosive gas in the bat-

5 Start the donor car and then start the
engine in the faulty car: let it run for a
while before disconnecting the. jump
leads in the reverse order

Connecting jump leads for boost starting

Towing the car

The car is equipped with towrope attach-
ment eyes front and rear. Drive carefully
and never exceed the speed limit for tow-
ing. Keep the towrope taut and remember
that when the engine is not running, much
greater pressure will have o be applied o
the brake pedal as the servo for the power-
assisted brakes will be inoperative. The
same applies 1o the steering: without power
assistance, the steering will be very heavy.
Important points to note before being
towed if your car has an automatic gear-
box:

1 Make sure that the selector lever is in

the N position

2 ltis vital that there is sufficient ol in the
gearbox. Accordingly, add two ltres of
automatic transmission fluid o bring the
level approximately 5 cm above the
MAX mark.

3 Observe the national speed limit appli-
cable to vehicles on tow but, in any
case, do not exceed 40 kmvh.

4 Never tow the car over a greater dis-
tance than 40 - 50 km. I the distance is
greater than this, the front wheels must
be raised off the ground.

5 Before the car s driven again, check the
transmission fluid level and adjust it to
the prescrived level

6 Note that cars with an automatic gear-
box cannot be started by towing or
pushing.

Front towrope attachment eye

Rear towrope attachment eye
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16 15 14 13
Under the bonnet of the Saab 900 Turbo 16
Power steering fluid reservoir

Clutch and brake flid reservoir
Coolant expansion tank
Engine ol dipstick

Air cleaner

>

10 Vi

11
12
i3

15

Electronic control unit, APC-system

Urboy/electronic conirol unit, ignition
system (injection engine)
pump, cruise cor

Battery
Washer fluid reservoir

ol system

Engine

The car has a four-cylinder-in-line water-
cooled engine with twin overhead cam-
shafts and the cylinders inclined at 45° fo
the right. The engine is equipped with an
exhaust emission control system.

The clutch is mounted at the front of the en-
gine, forming a unit with the gearbox below
it

Engine oil

Check the ol level in the engine regularly
Make sure the car is on level ground and

perature for between two and five minutes.
Remove the dipstick, wipe it on a clean rag
and then check the level. The level must
never be allowed to drop below the mini-
mum mark on the dipstick but nor should
the level be topped up higher than the max-
imum mark as this can result in excessive
oil consumption. The distance between the
MAX and MIN marks on the dipstick corre-
sponds to approximately one litre. Top up
as necessary with oil of the recommended
grade through the dipstick tube. Do not add
oil if the level is higher than midway be-
tween the MAX and MIN marks. Make sure
that the dipstick is screwed down tightly
(finger-tight) after use.
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Oil filler cap/dipstick

Engine oil drain plug

The engine oil should be changed at the in-
tervals specified in the service programme.

N.B.

Take care not to confuse the drain plugs
for the engine oil and gearbox oil.

Qil filter

The oil filter must be changed at the inter-
vals specified in the Service Programme.
When fiting a new filter, lightly lubricate the
rubber seal with engine ol and then tighten
the fiter by han

Cooling system

Expansion tank

The expansion tank is transparent 1o facil-
itate checking of the coolant level. The level
should be between the MAX and MIN
marks on the side of the tank. Top up as
necessary with equal parts of water and
Saab coolant. After replenishing an empty
expansion tank, run the engine to normal
temperature then top up again as required.

Coolant

The cooling system is charged at the fac-
tory with a coolant containing 50 % special
aniifreeze and anti-corrosion liquid. The
mixture should never be weaker than this
owing to the risk of corrosion. For protec-
tion in extreme weather conditions a higher

Coolant expansion tank
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concentration willbe necessary or protec-
tion at -50° % concentration of anti-
froeze wil be requirea

The corrosion inhibiting properties of the
coolant deteriorate in fime but Saab origi-
nal coolant must be used all the year.
Change the coolant as indicated in the ser-
vice programme. Always use Saab original
coolant, as antifreeze of other makes may
require changing more frequently.
N.B.When adding antifreeze to the coolan,
always mix it with water in the required pro-
portions first. If neat antifreeze is added, the
engine may stil be damaged by frost as the
anieeze will not be distributed throughout
the cooling system untilthe thermostat has
opened, allowing full circulation.

Checking the freezing point of the
coolant

Check the freezing point of the coolant in
good time before the onset of winter. This
can be done at most garages and service
stations.

CAUTION

The cooling system is a pressurized sys-
tem. Always open the filler cap on the ex-
pansion tank carefully, releasing any
vapour before removing the cap.

56260

Radiator drain cock

Changing the coolant
1 Set the heater control (TEMP) to max-
imum.

2 If the engine i hot, open the filler cap
on the expansion tank carefully to re-
lease the pressure in the system. Do
not remove the filler cap.

3 Place a suitable receptacle under the
radiator and unscrew the drain cock in
the bottom left comer, holding the inner
nut to prevent its turning,

4 Remove the filler cap on the expansion
tank

5 Unscrew the drain plug in the right-hand
side of the block, undereath the ex-
haust manifold. Allow the coolant to
drain completel

6 Close the drain cock on the radiator, re-
fit the drain plug in the block and make.

G112

Coolant bleed nipple

sure that the TEMP control is still set to
maximum heat,

7 Open the bleed nipple for the cooling
system and add coolant to the expan-
sion tank until it starts to flow out of the
nipple.

8 Close the bleed nipple and replace the
filler cap on the expansion tank

9 Start the engine, run it up to normal
temperature and then top up the expan-
sion tank as necessary.

Gearbox oil

Manual gearbox

Checiing and topping-up o the gearbox i
are part of the Service Program
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Automatic transmission fluid

The dipstick for the automatic transission
fluid has different markings for hot and cold
fluid levels. Check the fiuid level regulary
as follows

1 Apply the handbrake and et the engine
idle for at least fifteen seconds with the

let the engine idle for at least fifleen
seconds. Now move the selector to P
and let the engine idle for a further fif-
teen seconds

2 With the selector still in P and the en-
gine idiing, check that the level of the
fransmission fluid is between the MAX

The distance between the MAX and
MIN marks on the dipstick corresponds
10 a volume of 0.5 Itr of transmission
fluid

Note that at very low temperatures the
fluid level may fall well below the nor-
mal minimum level for a cold gearbox.

3 Top up with automatic transmission
fluid as necessary.

4 After topping up, leave the engine to
idle for a few minutes and then recheck
the level
Wipe the dipstick using a nylon rag, lint-
free paper or the like - never use rags
fiable 10 leave int or fluff on it

Always observe scrupulous cleanliness

when checking or topping up the trans-
mission fluid.

Automatic transmission fluid dipstick

"X

Automatic gearbox
Drain plug, gearbox
2 Drain plug, final drive

Fuid level dipstick for automatic gearbox

Pt
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Brake fluid and brake
pads

Checking

The brake fluid reservoir is transparent to
facilitate checking of the fluid level. The
fevel should be between the MAX and MIN
marks. Note that if the car has ABS brakes
the level must be checked with the ignition
switched on. Top up as necessary With
brake fluid of the recommended grade, and
use only fluid from a tightly closed con-
tainer, as fluid exposed 10 ai will deterio-
rate. In time, the brake fluid will absorb wa-
ter and vapour may be formed: it is
therefore vital that the brake fluid be
changed at the intervals specified in the

Brake/clutch fluid reservoir

Service Programme. This work should be
done by an authorized Saab workshop.
Since the footbrake and handbrake have
automatic adjustment, it is not possible to
detect when the brake pads are worn and
needing replacement by signs of excessive
pedal iravel or lever movement. Thus it is
vital that the thickness of the linings_be
checked requiarly as specified in the Ser-
vice Programme.

The work of changing the brake pads
must be carried out by an authorized
workshop using genuine Saab brake
pads.

Brake/clutch fluid reservoir (cars with ABS)

Power steering fluid
reservoir

The level of the fluid in the power steering
reservoir must be checked regularly as
specified n the Service Book. The reservoir
has_graduations for cold and hot fluid.
When the engine is at normal running tem-
perature, the fluid level should be between
the HOT and COLD marks. If the level is
checked when the engine is cold, the level
should be between the COLD and ADD
marks. Top up with Texaco power steering
fluid 4634

Power steering fuid reservoir
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Battery

DANGER

The battery emits hydrogen which, when
mixed with the oxygen in the air, forms the
highly explosive gas, oxyhydrogen

The electrolyte in the battery is dilute sul-
phuric acid and therefore highly corro-
sive. Should the liquid come into contact
with the eyes, skin or clothes, wash im-
mediately with plenty of water. In the
‘event of contact with the eye, or if a larger
quantity of liquid comes into contact with
the skin, after washing contact a doctor
immediately.

Heat shield above battery
1 Wing nuts

The battery is a low-antimony, easy-service
type which means that the electrolyte level
needs checking less frequently than in con-
ventional batteries. The electrolyte level
should come to the botiom of the file pipe.
Use only distilled water to top up the bat-
tery. Check the charge of the batlery at
regular intervals and more frequently dur-
ing the winter when the battery's capacity
will be reduced by low temperatures.
If the car is used repeatedly for only short
journeys during the winter, the battery may
need a booster charge - either by means of
a battery charger or by taking the car for a
longer run. Never reverse the polarity of
the battery.
If the battery leads are connected to the
g terminals or either of the battery or
alternator leads is disconnected while the
engine is running, the alternator may be i
reparably damaged. Always make sure that
you connect the red positive (+) lead to the
positive (+) battery terminal and the blue
negative (- lead to the negative (-) battery
terminal. Always disconnect both battery
leads before connecting a battery charger
10 boost the battery.

Alternator

The alternator, which is located to the left
of the engine compartment, close 1o the
bulkhead, is driven by two vee belts from
the crankshaft pulley. Itis important that the
beits are correctly tensioned: if the belts are
100 slack, tighten them by slackening bolt
(1) and adjusting the nut (2) (see illusira-
tion). When the belts are correctly ten-
sioned, it should be possible to deflect them
by about 5 mm at a point midway along their
length

Checking the tension of the alterator drive
bets
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Spark plugs and
ignition system

Owing to the very high voltage in the igni-
tion system, ensure that the ignition switch
is in the Lock position (or, better stil, key
removed) before touching any components
of the ignition system. If the engine is to run
smoothly and deliver maximum power and
torque, the recommended spark plugs must
always be used. If the spark plug gap (elec-
trode gap) needs 1o be adjusted (see sec-
tion 'Technical data for correct gap), make
the adjustment to the side electrode only.
Take care not to allow any dirt to enter
the cylinders when removing the spark

plugs.

Configuration of HT leads

The firing order of the cylinders s 1-3-4-2
(number one cylinder is at the rear of the
engine)

Wipers

Check and clean the windscreen and head-

light wiper rubbers regularly. White spirit is
nded for cleaning the rubbers. Re-

new the rubber blades as soon as there is

any sign of wear.

To remove the windscreen wiper blade

1 Sausezs tre plstc cip
the wiper biade in the direction of the

6007

Removing the windscreen wiper rub-
ber

Changing a windscreen wiper
rubber

Swing the wiper arm away from the wind-
screen. Squeeze the plastic clip and detach
the wiper blade.

To remove the rubber, side the rubber in
the direction of the arrow to release it from
the clip at the end. Fit the new rubber by
sliding it through the four retainers and se-
cure it in the end ciip.

Changing a headlight wiper blade

Swing the arm away from the headiight.
Remove the blade and fit the new blade.
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Washers

The washer fluid reservoir has a capacity
of 4.7 litres. Top up regularly with a mixture
of Saab washer fuid and water, taking care
not to allow dirt to enter the reservoir.

To adjust the washer jets, insert a pin in the
jet hole and swivel to the correct position.

Washer fluid reservoir

&

Adjustment of washer jets

Headlight alignment

Adjustment of the headiight alignment is
made by means of two knobs on the back
of the lamp unit, accessible from the engine
compartment. The top one is for lateral ad-
justment and the bottom one for adjusting
the height of the beam,

N.B. Saab 900 Turbo: Before the LH head-
lamp can be adjusted, the plastic i baffle
behind the unit must first be removed. Dis-
engage the baffle and pull it straight up.

Plastic air baffle

Knobs for headiight alignment

1 Lateral agjustment
2 Adjustment of height of beam

56 850
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Changing bulbs

Headlights

Undo the screw cap on the back of the lamp
unit. N.B. Saab 900 Turbo: Before the LH
headlight bulb can be replaced, the plastic
air baffle behind the unit must first be re-
moved. Disengage the baffle and pull it
straight up.

Pull off the connector, open the retaining
springs and withdraw the bulb.

Taking care not to touch the glass with your
, making sure

the bulb holder with the two springs. Plug
on the connector and refit the screw cap.

Changing the headiight bulb

Do not fit bulbs with a higher ra
0/55 W.

Front light clusters

Slacken the two nuts (1 and 2) and remove
the screw (3). Carefully pull out the lamp
housing. The bulb holder has a bayonet ft-
ting. Grip the two plastic tongues and twist
the bulb holder anti-ciockwise. Pull the bulb
holder out of the fitting and change the bulb,
Make sure that the new bulb is securely fit-
ted and making good contact.

Front light cluster
1 Direction indicator

2 Parking light

3 Side reversing light (certain markets)

Front light cluster

rews
4 Direction indicators

5 Parking light

6 Side reversing light (certain markets)
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Rear light clusters (900 Sedan and
Convertible)

Remove the trim panel from the back of the
lamp unitin the luggage compartment. Fold
back the trim to expose the back of the unit,
Squeeze the clips, withdraw the unit and
replace the bulb that has blown

Rbe’?a)r light cluster (900 Sedan and Convert-
ible)

1 Direction indicator
2 Reversing light

3 Rear light/brake light
4 Rear light

ear lg
Rear fog light (LH or RH side only)

Rear light clusters (Combi Coupé)

Undo the screws and remove the lamp
glass. Pushin the bulb and twist it anticlock-
wise to remove. Fit anew bulb, making sure
that it is secure and making good contact.

Wipe the bulb and lamp reflector with a soft
cloth and then replace the glass, making
sure that it makes a tight ft with the rubber

eal.

Rear light cluster (900 Combi Coupé)
1 Directon indicator
Reversing fght
Rear lghioraks light
ar fog ight (LH or RH side only)
Rear ignt

High-mounted stop light (certain
markets)

The bulb s accessible behind the cover at
the back of the light unit. Squeeze the cover
at the two ribbed markings, lit it off and
change the bulb.

900 Convertibl: Undo the two screws. Re-
move the lamp glass and change the bulb.

Rear courtesy light (900
Convertible)

Remove the trim from around the light to
gain access 1o the back of the light fitting
Pull out the bulb holder and change the buld

Rear courtesy ligh, 900 Convertible
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Side direction indicators sein?

Side direction indicators

To change side direction indicators, push
the glass forwards to release the rear end
of the glass and change the bulb. When
fastening the glass, make sure that the
groove in the metal tongue engages the
body sheet

Number-plate lighting

Remove the lamp glass. Carefully push
back one of the spring contacts to enable
the bulb to be removed

Dome light
Pull down the front of the glass, remove it
and change the bulb

Cars with sunroof: Pull down the entire
lamp housing at the front to gain access to
the

Fuses

The fuses are on the power distribution
panel located under the bonnet, on top of
the LH wheel arch. Spare fuses are stored
atthe front of the panel. Fuses for the ABS
system are housed on the fuse and relay
panel on the RH side under the bonnet
There is also a fuse panel on the LH side
undemeath the rear seat. The panel is ac-
cessible after the seat cushion has been
folded forward. Convertible: The seat
cushion must be removed: grip the front of
the seat and lift it up. Each fuse has a num-
ber, marked on the panel. Inside the cover
s a chart showing the circuits protected by
the indvidua fuses. A st of ine fuses is
0 given under Technical dat
N.B.Note mm i st i
bers shown on the chart Inside the cover
o not come immediately over the fuse
to which they refer.

The fuses are of the plug type and must

side of the fuses: push the tool onto the fuse
and withdraw it carefully. Examine the fuse
and if the wire is broken the fuse has blown.
When replacing a fuse, make sure that a
fuse of the correct raling (amperage) is
used. The fuses are colour coded accord-
ing to amperage and the rating is also
marked on each fuse.

Power distribution panel




Power dlbibuton parel o
ABS's)

Removing the seat cushion (Convertible)
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ibution panel on LH side 561122

neath rear seat

Fuse (25 A) for power supply to pump for
Convertible top

Sound fuse / Blown fuse 56439

Ifthe same fuse blows repeatedy, have the
electrical system of the car checked.

WARNING
Consult your Saab dealer before adding

any additional wiring as this could cause
damage to Electronic Control Units in the
car.
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Wheels and tyres

Tyres

The wheels and tyres fitted have been care-
fully matched to the designed characteris-
tics of the car and make a major contribu-
tion 1o its outstanding roadholding.
strongly recommend you to consult your
Saab_dealer before fiting non-standard
wheels or tyres, as your dealer will have the
Iatest information o the types of wheel and
tyre suitable for your car.

Tyre wear

D

Tyre pressure
100 low

Tyre pressure
100 high

sa3

Wear indicators T
Tyre markings

To illustrate the meaning of tyre markings,
the size designation 185/65 R15 87H can
be used as an example.

yre section width in millimetres
spect ratio, i.e. the section
height is 65 % of the section

width

Radial ply

im diameter 15 inches at bead
eats

o =tomd rating

H = Speed marking: H = tyre ap-
proved up to maximum speed of
130 mph (210 kmvh)

Tyre pressures
The tyre pressures should be checked reg-
ularly. Inflate the tyres 1o the recommended
pressures for the load 1o be carried and the
normal cruising speed of the car (see Tech-
nical data for recommended tyre pres-
sures). The recommended pressures apply

being checked, only increase the pressure.
Tyres that are incorrectly inflated will wear
much more quickly and also greatly reduce
the roadholding capabilites of the car.

A leaking tyre valve can readly be
changed: simply unscrow the defecive
valve and screw in a new.

N.B. Always remember iy amust the tyre
pressures if the usual load or cruising
speed is to be altered substantially.

Wear indicators

The tyres incorporate wear indicators, in
the form of smooth readless strips unring
across the width, which become vi
when amy 1.6 mm of the tread remains.
As 2 the weer inlcaior becomes
isile, he 16 shout ba replace

Make sure that you are familiar wnn the
law regarding the minimum tread thick-
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Changing the wheels

The spare wheel, jack, jack handle and tool
kit are stored beneath a panel in the lug-
gage compartment floor. The jack handle
can be removed from the clips securing it
1o the spare wheel by squeezing the clips
and puling the handle up.

To jack up the car, insert the jack in one of
the jacking points underneath the sills (two
on either side). If a trolley jack is used, this
must be applied to one of the reinforced
sections of the underside of the car.

WARNING
® Never crawl under the car when it is

ed for emergency
wheel changes and not for regular main-

Tool tray

[
Jack handle

tenance repairs.The jack is for emer-
gency wheel changing and snow chain
attachment only and not for regular
maintenance repairs.

* Do not place any part of your body un-
der the car when supported by the jack
alone.

 Particular care must be taken on a hill
or a cambered road surface.

NOTE: Chocks should be used

Place chocks at the front and rear of the
whes!dagansl apposit the one o be
removed.

 Hazard lights should be used when
wheel changing at the roadside.

 The handbrake should be applied and
the gears placed in ‘1’ or R (Reverse)
on manual gear boxes or 'P" (Park) on
automatic transmissions

 Never jack the car with people inside.

Do ot start the engine when the car is
jacked up.

o Ensure the jack is positioned on firm,
level ground, but not on metal gratings
or manhole covers.

© The jack should be stowed in the de-
signed manner and not left loose.

® Itis very dangerous for users to go un-
derneath a car supported by the jack -
whether or not supports are in use.

£ T Kool stold ke used
with your Saab c

1 Apply the handbrake. Insert the jack in
the jacking point and wind the jack
down, checking that the flange at the
top of the jack sits snugly against the sill

Removing the hub cap
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and that the entire foot is in contact with
the ground.

2 Remove the hub cap by carefully pris-
ing it off using a screwdriver. Slacken
the wheel studs by undoing them half a
tumn.

3 Wind the jack up until the wheel is clear
of the ground. Undo the wheel studs
and remove the wheel.

4 Fit the spare wheel leaving the wheel
studs slack. Make sure that the wheel
studs are properly seated in the wheel.

5 Lower the car. Tighten the wheel studs
in the sequence shown using the wheel
wrench_included in the car tool kit
Tightening torque: 105 - 125 Nm N.B.
Never overtighten the studs by using a
percussion nut tightener, as it may not

Correct position for jack

56 568

Tightening sequence for wheel studs 6 442

be possible to undo them again using
the car wheel wrencl

6 Checketighten the studs after a few
miles to the same torque loading: 105 -

Compact spare wheel

The lightweight spare whee is designed for
ease of handiing at the roadside when a
wheel needs to be changed because of a
puncture. The spare wheel should only be
used in an emergency and, with the spare
wheel fitted, the car should not be driven
further than 3,500 km nor at a speed ex-
ceeding 80 kmvh. The tyre on the spare
wheel should be inflated 10 a pressure of
420 kPa (4.2 bar). Put the wheel that has
been removed inside the plastic bag pro-

vided and stow it securely in a position
where it will not be thrown forward if the car
should brake hard.

Have the puncture repaired and the origi-
nal wheel refitted as soon as possible.
Remember 1o check the pressure of the
spare wheel at least once a month.

Changing the wheels
round

Because the car has front-wheel drive, the
front tyres will wear faster than the rear
ones. It is therefore a good idea after a few
thousand miles to change the wheels round
50 that the tyres will have roughly the same
fife. However, the wheels should be fitted
so that they rotate in the same direction: the
Ieft front wheel should swap places wih the
left rear and the right front wheel with the
right rear wheel.

‘The wheels and tyres fitted have been care-
fully matched to the disigned characteristics
of the car and make a major contribution to
its outstanding roadholding. We strongly
recommend you to consult your Saab
dealer before fitting non-standard wheels or
tyres, as your dealer will have the latest in-
formation on the types of wheel and tyre
suitable for your car.

Tyres should be kept inflated at the recom-
mended pressures and it is particularly im-
portant that tyres on the same axle are at
the same pressure.
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Air conditioning (AC)

Fault diagnosis

I a malfunction should occur i the air con-
ditioning system, you can carry out the fol-
lowing checks yourself. If the fault persists.
take the car to an authorized Saab work-

Note: When the air-conditioning system is
running, condensation will form on the
avaporator. When the car is parked, this
condensation may drip off and form a small
pool of water under the car.

Inadequate cooling capacity

1 Check that the temperature and air dis-
tribution controls are set {o the correct

posi

2 Check that the condenser (fitted for-
ward of the radiator) has not become
clogged by dirt and insects.

3 Check that the drive beit for the com-
pressor is not slipping.

4 Check the temperature of the engine.
‘The AC compressor will be switched off
automaticaly by the system if the nee-

le on the temperature gauge enters
the red zone.

5 Check the fuses for the fans and com-
pressor.

Maintenance and servicing

« The car should be taken to an authorized
Saab workshop once a year for servicing
of the air conditioning system

« The drive belt and securing bolts for the
compressor and the electromagnetic
clutch should be checked each time the
car is given a regular service.

« The condenser and radiator must be kept
clear of insects and other dirt. When
washing the car, use a hose (not high-
pressure equipment) 1o spray the radia-
tor and condenser to flush away any dirt
or foreign bodies, spraying through the
grille at the front of the car and from in-
side the engine bay.

Do not use a hose when the engine is
hot.

« N.B. Never place a fine-mesh net or any
other form of screening in front of the ra-
diator as this will drastically reduce its
cooling capacity

« During the winter months when the AC
system is not being used, it should be run
r between five and ten minutes once or
twice a month once the car has warmed
up. This is to prevent deterioration of the
gaskets and seals in the compressor
which are lubricated by means of  lubri-
cant circulated with the refrigerant
N.B. Remember that the AC system can-
not be run when the outside temperature
is below 6°C.

Seat belts

A check should be made periodically to en-
sure that the seat bells are working prop-
erly. A sharp tug on the sirap should cause
the inertia reel to lock. Check the floor an-
chorage points to ensure that they have not
been weakened by corrosion. If the belt is
won or has any fraying edges it should be
replaced. Belts that were in use when the
car was involved in a severe collision must
be replaced regardiess of whether they are
visibly damaged or not. Never carry out any
belt repairs yourself nor attempt to modify
the function of the belts.

The belts must ot come into contact with
substances such as polishes, oil or chemi-
cals. If the straps get dirty, wash them with
soap and warm water or have them re-
place

Upholstery and trim

To remove fluff or strands of hair from the
seat upholstery and headlining use a damp,
lintfree_cloth or a special fluff-removing
roller. Dirty marks can be removed by
means of a soft cloth and a lukewarm soapy
solution. When using a stain remover to re-
move dirty marks, always work from the
outside towards the centre to avoid leaving
aring. However, if a dirty ring or a spot of
dirt should remain, this can usually be re-
moved using warm soapy water or water
alone.
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Wet patches caused by spilt soft drink or
thin oil must be wiped off immediately us-
ing an absorbent material, such as kitchen
paper, and treated with stain remover.
White spirit is recommended for removing
grease o oil stains. Plastic trim may be

hed with warm water and washing-up
liquid or the like. A semi-siiff brush may also
be used.

Cleaning and caring for leather
upholstery

The reason for dressing or treating leather
upholstery is 10 enhance the natural beauty
of the leather and also 10 afford it a protec-
tive coating. After a time, leather upholstery
s a natural tendency 1o become disco-
loured, which is particularly true of the
lighter shades. Although this is in no way
detrimental 1o the leather (a well-worn pa-
tina is often a desirable feature of leather),
the leather may appear a litle shabby. We
therefore recommend that the leather be
cleaned as follows.
The leather upholstery should be cleaned
and reconditioned when the car is in-
spected in the spring and autumn (twice a
year).
Moisten a soft cloth in a mild soap solution.
Carefully apply this damp (not wet) cloth to
the leather with light, circular movements

ly Saab Leather
Cleaner, a leather conditioner which can be

purchased from authorised Saab dealers.
Apply the leather conditioner with the same
circular movements as described above.
Use a soft cloth. Let the leather conditioner
dry and polish the leather with a soft, dry
cloth. Follow the instructions given above.
Do not use hot water, unknown abrasive
polishes, solvents, sprays or soaps that
may scratch the leather. This treatment
withh keep the leather upholstery clean and
attractive for many years.

Textile carpeting

The texiie carpet should be vacuum
cleaned regularly. The carpet may also be
cleaned using & brush or carpet shampoo

applied with a sponge. Before using a vac-
uum cleaner, make sure that it is properly

Engine compartment
Clean the engine

Washing the car

Wash the car frequently. When the car is
new, wash the

of a hose. During the frst five or six months,
before the paintworl prop-
erly, avoid automatic car washes. Thereal-
ter Use a car shampoo added to lukewarm

Use a cloth moistened in white spirit to re-
move spots of asphalt or tar. Avoid using
strong cleaning agents as these may dry

Tarsolvents should not be used to wash the:
front and rear light cluster lenses, since
they may cause cracking of the lenses.
lever use a grease solvent to clean the
rear or front light cluster glass,
‘The underside of the car also needs wash-
ing regularly and this should be done extra
thoroughly at the end of winter. Clean the
underside of the car thoroughly by hand if
the car is usually washed in an automatic

ing an
engine detergent and rnss with ot wete,

Cover the headiights and avoid spraying
the air inlet opening, the radiator, throttie
cable and other engine controis (risk of
freezing in cold weather), the altemator and
other electrical components, particularly if
using a high-pressure hose. Use paraffin
particularly if using a high-pressure hose.
Use paraffin as a cleaning agent or solvent
when carrying out repairs or maintenance
work - do not use petrol

fal facilties for under-
body cleaning. Never wash the car or allow
it to dry in the sun but wipe it dry with a
Jeatherimmeditaly ater washing o avoid
smears and str

Clean the wmdow gl e ard ot -
rieter cleaner. This is
partculary important when the Gar is now,
as upholstery and trim may have a siight
tendency to sweat at fist.

»
g
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Chack tht the brakes ars working property
after the car has been ws

Lower electric aerials by swucnmg off the
radio before entering an automatic car
wash. Fixed aerials must be removed or
lowered manual

Clean the aerial with a soft cloth and then
Iubricate lightly by means of an olly rag.

900 Convertible

« Do not run the car through an automatic
car wash as this is liable to damage the
top.

« The use of strong or abrasive cleaners or
bleaches may damage the fabric of the
top.

« Do not leave the top down for prolonged
periods as mildew may form on the fab-
fic.

Fabric top:Wash using mild soap suds
Iukewarm water and a sponge. Rinse the
top with enough clean water to remove il
traces of soap. You must be careful to rinse
any cleaner off the body paint as it may
cause streaks if allowed to dry on the
painted surfaces.

If further cleaning is required after using
s0ap and water, a mild foaming cleaner can
be used. First, rinse the top. Then use a
mild foaming cleaner on the entire top.
Scrub with a small, soft-bristle handbrush.
Add water as needed until the cleaner gets
soapy. Use a cloth or sponge to remove dirt
50 it won't be ground into the top. Be care-

ul to keep any cleaner from drying on the
body paint as it may cause streaks

After the top has been cleaned, rinse the
car with clean water to remove all traces of
cleaner. After cleaning, always be sure the
top is completely dry before it is lowered. If
the top is lowered when it is wet or damp,
moisture may damage or stain the interior
or cause mildew o form on the fabric of the

Waxing and polishing

A new car should not be waxed before it is
three or four months old. The bodywork will
not need polishing before the paint has ox-
idized and become dull. Abrasive polishes
containing a cutting agent shouid only be
used in exceptional cases on a new car.
Make sure before waxing or polishing the
car that the paintwork has been thoroughly
cleaned before you start

Touching in the
paintwork

Damaged paintwork should be treated as
soon as it is discovered: the sooner it is
treated the less chance there wil be of cor-
rosion setting in. Damage to paintwork af-
ter the car has been involved in a collision
is usually extensive and can only be prop-
erly restored by approved professionals or

a Saab bodyshop. However, chips in the
paintwork caused by stones thrown up from
the road as well as minor scratches you can
deal with yourself. The necessary tools and
materials, such as brushes, touch-in paint
and primer, are available from your Saab

In the case of minor flaws in the paintwork,

touch in paint can usually be applied direct
after any dirt has been scraped away using
a pointed knife.

If the metal has been exposed and corro-
sion has started, all surface rust must be
scraped off using a pointed knife. If possi-
ble, the entire damaged area should be
taken back to the bare metal. The metal
should then be primed with two thin coats
of primer applied with a brush.

The topcoat enamel should then be applied
in several thin layers until the surface of the
damaged area is level with the surrounding
paintwork

The primer and touch-in enamel must both
be stirred thoroughly before use. Allow
each coat of enamel to dry before applying
the next coat.

Two-coat enamel

As the name implies, two-coat enamel is
applied in two operations. The first coat, the
base colour. contains the pigment, metal
flakes and binder. The second coat con-
sists of a clear enamel which provides the
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final gloss for the paintwork and protects
the base from moisture and environmental
pollutants.

To touch-in paintwork chipped by stones
proceed as follows. Thoroughly clean the
area and then apply the primer, base co-
lour and finally the enamel. To achieve the
best finish, apply the primer in two or three
coats,

Anti-corrosion
treatment

The underside of the car and insides of the
‘Wwheel arches have been treated with poly-
ester and a viscous ol to improve sound-
proofing and ~ anti-corrosion _properties.
Cavmes inside body members and doors
also been treated with a special pen-
raing wax o provide acons, rateeion
against corrosion.
The anti-corrosion treatment on the under-
side of the car and inside the wheel arches
is particularly exposed to wear and
ble damage, the degree of which will obvi-
ously depend on driving conditions. Dirt

in places where the protection has been
chipped.

It is therefore a good idea to hose the un-
dersid of the car fraquently and o inspect
the anti-cor iment as a matter of
course. The fact that he car 15 covered by

an anti-perforation warranty does not free
the owner from the need 1o cay out o

trouble-free motoring. A Service Pro-
gramme has been drawn up for your car

eat-
M, and 1o touoh it up as necossary.
Atter the underbody has been hosed clean
and allowed to dry, apply viscous anti-
corrosion oil to any worn or damaged areas
using a spray applicator o paintbrush.
Itis naturally advisable to continue mainte-
nce of the anti-corrosion treatment to
avoid corosion alor on, oven after ho ant
perforation warranty period has expired.
Seams in the body and doors are particu-
larly vulnerable to the onset of external cor-
rosion caused by dirt and road salt and on
the inside by moisture, not least that occur-
ring as a result of condensation. Keep the
seams clean and, at the first sign of corro-
sion, ireat the affected area with a thin anti-
corrosion oil by means of a spray applica-
tor or brush. I ssary, consult’ your
Saab dealer who will be pleased to advise
you,

Service Programme

Australia only rms vshrc/e conloms to the
Australian wst Emission Control
Requistions ADFS sppicasie o 1990 now
motor vehicles. Servicing of the emission
control system should be carried out by an
authorized Se dealer

r needs regulav servicing and
maintenance if it is to continue to provide

and this rk that
should be carried out at given intervals.
Itis to be noted that certain countries use
rvice programmes which might differ
slightly from the one described in the Ser-

The Warranty Conditions specify that the
prescribed services and oil changes must
be carried out at the stated ntervals by an
authorized Saab workshop.
To ensure that your car s properly serviced
and 1o keep servicing costs to a minimurm,
the Saab Ori ice Programme i
cludes preventive maintenance to avert
possible malfunctions, to ensure that the
high level of safety inherent in the car is
maintained and that the car complies with
the relevant exhaust emission reguiations.
Have your Service Book with you when you
hand over your car for a service and when
coleting your car make sure that al ofthe
item: the programme have
been carried out and that the Book has
been stamped in the correct place. A vali
‘stamped Book is not only an assurance of
reliability and motoring economy but also
adds 10 the trade-in or second-hand value
of the car.
‘The scope and content of the Service Pro-
gramme may be changed from time to time
but your authorized Saab workshop will al-
up-to-date _details of any
changes affecting your car.
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Fault diagnosis

N.B. If the car has to be left at the side of
the road (e.g. because of engine trouble,
flat tyre or having been involved in a colli
sion), unless itis in a built-up area, the haz-
g lights should always be
switched on to give approaching. traffic
plenty of warning.

Remember to check that all fuses are intact
before the fault diagnoss.

Fuel-injection engines

Starter motor operates normally
but engine fails to start

1 Check that there is fuel in the tank and
that the charging warning
when the ignition is switched on.

Unscrew one of the spark plugs. Reat-
tach the HT lead to the plug, earth the
plug by placing it on a metal part of the
engine, let go of the HT lead and briefly
run the starter motor. If the ignition sys-
tem is working properly, a strong spa
should be visible.

Never disconnect an HT lead when the
engine is running as this may cause flash-
over in the ignition system. Similarly,
never atiempt 10 start the engine with the
distributor cap removed.

3 If there is no spark o only a very weak
spark check that the HT leads are
pushed fully home in the distributor cap
and ignition coil. Also check the LT con-
nections at the coi

4 Remove the distributor cap and wi
dry any moisture. Check that there are
o cracks in the cay

If the engine still fails to start
check the fuel system.

1 Check that the engine oil filler cap has
been screwed down tightly.

2 Check the fuse for the electric fuel
pump (fuse No. 30)

3 Askahelper to check that the fuel pump
is operating. The fuel pump can nor-
mally be heard running by listening in
the luggage compartment. The pump
shouldbe runring when the stater mo-
tor is turning 0

4 Checkthat the elednca\ leads are mak-
ing good contact with the fuel pump ter-
minals (accessible through the panel in
the luggage compartment fioor).

5 Check that all fuel ine connections are
sound.

The engine misfires, has

lost
wer or runs erratically.

Check

1 It an HT lead is loose.

2 fta spark plug o defective or the gap is
not set c

3 If there is llashwer or arcing in the ig-

nition system.

If the low-tension connections on the

ignition coil are making poor contact.

5 That the engine ol filer cap has been
screwed down tightly.

IS

The ignition comn on but the
charging warni t fails to
show. This may e due to one of
the following causes:

1 The battery is flat or a battery lead has
become detached.

2 The fuse for the charging warning light
has blown.

3 One of the leads is making poor contact
at the ignition switch or charging warn-
ing light.

4 The charging warning light has blown.
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The charging warning light comes
on while the car is being driven
1 Check to see if the alternator drive belt
has broken or is Slipping.
2 The voltage regulator or alternator is
deective.

Battery flat. Possible reasons:

1 A current consumer has been left on.

2 Electrolyte level too low.

3 Frequent use of high-drain equipment
e.g. auxiliary cabin heater, in combina-
tion with short journeys.

4 Defective voltage regulator or alterna-
tor.

Accessories

n atiractive range of accessories de-
signed specially for your car are available
and these include roof-racks, ski racks,
towing attachments for trailers or caravans,
in-car entertainment equipment, etc.
Further details of these and other accesso-
ries are contained in a leaflet available from
your Saab dealer.

Motoring abroad

Saab has published a booklet, ‘Saab Euro-
pean Service Guide', containing useful ad-
vice and information on motoring abroad
and a list of Saab service facilties in Eu-
rope. Contact your Saab dealer.

Additional literature on
the car

If you would like to find out more about the
design of the car and how the different sys-
tems operate, a book entitied 'Form and
Function' is available from your Saab
dealer.

Saab European Service Guide

Form and Function




Technical data 69

H . RN ve .. 70 Suspension. . .....i....: 10
Technical data &g . L M
Transmission. . . . . . . 73  Steering e 4 ok .

Electrical system . . . . 74 Rims and tyres . PRV 77

.. 74 Caridentification .........78



70 Technical data

General
Overall ength
Overal width
Overal heght (t ket weight)
Max. height (when the converte top is
operated)
Ground clearance (car carrying
2 adults + 30 kg of luggage)
Track between front wheels
(5 1/2J x 15 H2 rims, steel)
Track between front whels
(5 1720 x 15 Hz rims, al)
Track between front wheels
(6 120 15 H2 rims, a)
Track between rear wheels
(5 1/2J x 15H2 rims, steel)
Track between rear wheels
(5 1720 x 16 He rim, al)
Track between rear wheels
(6 1/2J x 15 H2 rims, al)
Wheelbase
Turming circe
Kerb weight (wih criver welghing
70 kg)
Maximum weignt fuly laden
Combi Coupé and Sedan
Gonvertble

4680 mm, 4687 mm
1690-1695 mm
14001420 mm
2250 mm

135 mm

1432 mm
1430 mm.
1456 mm.
1442 mm
1440 mm
1466 mm
2517 mm
12m

1260 - 1490 kg

1830 kg
1780 kg

Weight distribution:
Kerb weight, frontrear
Maximum weight, frontrear

Number of seats including driver's
Combi Coupé and Sedan
Convertivle

Fuel tank capacity

Fuel
cars with catalytic converter
cars without catalytic converter

Washer fluid reservoir
Volume of luggage compartment (SAE):

Combi Coupé, parcel shelf fitted
Sedan
Parcel shelf removed, Combi Coupé
Convertible

Maximum load capacity in

luggage compariment
At kerb weight
with 4 /3 passengers having
combined weight of 280/210 kg
(Combi Coupé and Sedan/ Conv.)
For each person fewer on the rear
seat the luggage compartment load
may be increased by

80/40%
50/50%

5
4

68 Itrs.

lead-free fuel only
lead-free fuel or

leaded

fuel
47 s, (8.1 pints)

0421 m®

30kg
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Maximum load capacit Comprassion rato
of extended luggage compartment 1044
(except Conv.) 220kg 900 Turbo 16 o
Volume of luggage compartment with Cylinder bore
rear seat folded 201 engine %0 mm
two-door and four-door models 15m 2121 engine 93 mm
three-door and five-door modsis 16m° Stoke
Length of luggage compartment with 201 engine 78 mm
rear seat foided: 2121 engine 78 mm
two-door and four-door models 1756 mm Swept volume
three-door and five-door models 1835 mm 201 engine 1985 om’
Maximum roof-rack load (except Conv) 100 kg 2121 engine 2119 om®
Maximum load capacity on a load Ol capacty including that in oi
carrer (Conv,) 0kg fiter (ol change volumes): 401s
Maximum permissible railer weight Ol capacity excluding ol iter (ol
Traller with brakes 1500 kg change
Trailer without brakes 750 kg volumes): a7irs,
Goolant capaci 10 s,
Opening temperature of thermostat 88C
Engine Cars with catalytic emission
General control system
Type oyl &tk Fuetinjection engine, (2.0 )
twin overhead Rating (DIN) 94 KW (128 hp)
camshaft engine at 6000 r/min
Torque (DIN) 173 Nm (17.6 kgfm) at
3000 rimin

Idiing speed 800-900 rimin
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Fuekinjection engine, (2.12 )
Rating (DIN)

Torque (DIN)
Idiing speed

Turbo 16 fuek-njection engine, (20 1)
Rating (DIN)
Torque (DIN)

Iding speed
Cars without catalytic emission
control system

Fuekinjection engine, (2.0 1)
Rating (DIN)
Torque (DIN)
1diing speed

Turbo 16 fusk-njection engine (2.0 1)
Rating (DIN)

103 kW (140 hp)
416000 imin
180 Nm (18.3 kgfm) at

118 kW (160 hp)

at 5500 rfmin

255 Nm (26.0 kgfm) at
2800 rimin

800-900 rimin

98 kW (133 hp) at
6000 rimin
173 Nm (17.6 kgim) at
3000 rimin

800-900 rimin

129 kW (175 hp)
at 5500 rimin

Torque (DIN)

Idiing sped

Engine oil

Grade of oi

Turbo eny

Sas Turb ngin o o1 il 10 API S5,
SFICD or SFICC.

Oer cnnes; AP S0, SFICD or

SFi

Smcs Saab Turbo engine ol and oils to
API SG and SF contain sutable
additives for engines and gearboxes we.
mend against the use of
adtons sdatves
Viscosity
SAE 10W/30, 10W/40, SWI30 or 5W/40.
If these viscosities are unobiainable,
15W/40 oil may be used. When using
the car regularly in temperatures below
- 20°C, ol with a viscosity of SW/30
must be used
When using 5W-os, they have to be of
the fully- or semisynthetic type.

273 Nm (27.8 kgfm) at
2800 rimin

800-900 rimin
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Manual gearbox
Type

Gearbox oil (for topping up)

Ol capacity
Hydraulic clutch type.

Road speed, km/h at 1000 rimin
1st-speed gear
2nd-speed gear
3rd-speed gear
4th-speed gear

Five-speed all- synchro-
-mesn with integral

final drive and
differential

Engine oil (mineral oi)
to API SG or API SF
‘SAE 10W/30 or

10Wi40,

or SAE EP75 API-GL4
or APIGLS

30 s,

Single dry-plateciutch
of diaphragm-spring
type

900116 900T16
8 8

18 14
20 2122
28 30
3 a7

7 7

Automatic gearbox

Type

Selector lever positions
Oil capacity
Grade of oil

Oil capacity in final drive unit
Grade of oi

Road speed, (kmih) at 1000 rpm:

1st-speed gear
2nd-speed gear
Drive gear
Reverse gear

Three-speed gearbox
with integral

torque convertr, final
arive and diferential
PRND21

transmission

fluid to Ford M2C.33F/

G

1.41ts.

EP oil SAE 80W or 75

API GL-4 or API GLS
90016,

200T16

"
E
=
®
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Electrical system : :
y I RED

Voltage T2 .

Battery capacity (negative earth) 62 Ah jﬂ HE H:; E

Starter motor 1.4 kW ‘ [l “ \

Alternator rating 70 AM4Y or g
80 A4 V Power dfﬁ;triﬂun?nl p._'lz-_nef
Vee belts 9.7 x 971 mm |—| mimimimlm ._| miminl on LHr:;ﬁé?g#bﬁ ﬂUEfﬂEEfﬁ
= 222-‘324252'52'?2'&293031
Firing order (no. 1 cylinder vl
at rear of engine) 1-3-4-2 Y eI
Spark plugs: 14 |15 1617 & 181920 21
_.I | 1L .'I-___|-.|__||_|
900i 16 ; NGK BCP 5EV T —_.h_lﬁ:.'
900 Turbo 16 NGK BCP-TEV 11(2(13 |4IILEJ 16|(7 8 ﬂ 10 11 12 E
1 J|
Electrode gap 0.6 - 0.7 mm ' i
Fuses pumr distribution panel
ABS fuse panel
Fuses
Fuse no. Circuits profected Amperage _
Power distribution panel
L Lambda sensor 10
2 Spare
3 fgnition system 15
4 Spare
5 Windscreen wipers; headlight wipers,
saatbealt warning light 15
& AC syslam 30
7 Direction indicators; rev counter;

CHECK ENGINE; charging warning light;
oil pressure warning light 15
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Fuse no. __ Circuts protected Amperage _Fuse no. __ Ciruits protected Amperage

g Headlight wipers; door mirors and. anel
cruise control system 10 1 £l
Heating and ventiation fan 20 2 ABS 30
APC system; headight beam-iength 3 Pump and control unit 10
adjustment 10 A System relay

It Soars B Pump relay.

2 s

13 Reversing lights; cigar lighter 2 Power distribution panel on LH side

4 Main boam, AH 15 undereath rear seat

15 Main boam, LH; main beam indicalor light 15 1 Convertible 20

6 Dipped beam, 15 2 Seat heating; interior ighting 20

7 Dipped beam, 15 3 Rear-window heater; heated door mirrors 2

18 RH parking lihts; RH tal ights; 4 Central locking: interior lighting:
lighting for number plate 10 luggage compartment fight 10°

19 LH Histiokes i 10 5 Fadio 20

20 6 ial 20

21 Foar g ont 15 7 Front wir 20

2 Fuel system; fuel g 8 Rear-door windows; sunroof 30
St bl e o LH seat adjustment 30
handbrake; 10 RH seat adustment 0
brake system; ABS: fusl warning ight 10 -

2 Instrument ilumination; ight for glove 300 o e
compartment 10

2 Spare

2 Radator fan 20

2 Hom 2

27 Hazard warning lights 15

2 Clock 10

29 Spare

20 Fuel pump 20

1 Stop lights 15
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Replacement bulbs

CPuw  wuxg

Ulumination for switches, heating ver
tilation controls, cigar lighter, ashiray
and ignition switch

Pk

‘Headlight 6055W P43 1-36.

Co~ ©
e

Rear direction indicators, front direc-
tion indicators, stop lights, revers
tights and rear fog ights

| pressure, brakes, d

bulb holder unit

1.2 Wamingindicto gt o o
ecion inicor,
heated rear window, main beam,

— s
2

Stop lightstai lights

2.0W: Charging waning light

Tail lights, parking lights

BATSS

Cew

eat belt warning light

Warssi@

W
[RE= Lok

B
s

e ©
oSt o,
e o g

ment light

e light (Conv.)

Suspension

Spring type, front and rear
Maximum defiection of springs:
Front

Rear
Dampers, type
Maximum stroke when fitted
Front
Rear

Brakes

Type

Handbrake

Brake fluid
Outside diameter of discs:
Front
Rear

Coll springs

180 mm
170 mm
Hydraulic, telescopic

96 mm
158 mm

Hydraulic disc brakes
ith vacuum servo

uni
diagonally spit
circuit

<Ass rplcircut;

ted s on ront
heels.

Mechanical, acting on

rear wheels

ToDOT 4

280 mm
258 mm
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Brake pad: Front wheel alignment
Total area of friction material (not 900 Turbo 16S):
Front 140 cm® “Toe-in, measured between rims 2+1mm
Rear 72 cm? Camber RILER 2
Caster ey
g Front whee alignment
Steering (only 900 Turbo 168):
sedbiiseh v Toe-in, measured between rims 15+ 05mm
oo Camber 1 108
universally ointed Caster 24
stoering-column shaft
NS R R Recommended tyre pressures
Power staering fuid Texaco 4634 power for.cold tyres; bl
steering flud Rk e
Flid capacity 075 s, 185065 R1SH:
13" occupants and maximum
: cnising speed of 160 kmh 21 22
Rims and tyres Heavier loads and maximum
Rim sizes: crising speed of 160 kmih 23 24
900i 16, 900 Turbo 16 51/2 x 15 H2 (steel) Heavier loads and maximum
900 16, 900 Turbo 16 cruising speed of 210 km/h 25 28
(some models) 5120x 15 H2 IBGEO VRIS
(o atoy) 13" oocupants and maximum
Share et b T e crising speed of 160 kmih 21, 22
‘Spare wheel (ME-markets) 51124 x 15" (steel) Heevier inacs snid k(1)
Ty sees crising speed of 160 kmih 23 24
9001 16, 900 Turbo 16 185/65 R15H Tieavi oele s
e S cuising speed 160 kmin 25 28
Spare wheel T11570R 15 *) 800 Convertible = 1-2 occupants.

‘Spare wheel (ME-markets) 17570 R1ST
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Car identification ST
To identify the precise model of your car, it

will help the Saab dealer if you quote the
chassis number, engine number or gearbox

number.
Australia only: The chassis number plate in
the engine also_includes

building year and month (above chassis
o). Modification identity plate

Chassis number on rear
Body and trim colour plate  cross-member (under panel
in luggage compartment fioor)

Engine number
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Index

‘A conditonng, Ju dmgno!ls .
A pressure, tyres

e suppl contol, 10
Alternator. 2 53
Atemator, drive bt tension.. 53
Ant-corrosion treatment........ e 86

iving ..

Changing wheels 61 Diving with a 44
Changing wiper blades e 54 Driving with an open

Child satety. 30 par 45
Cigar lighter. 19 Driving with spare wheel ited............. 45

lock. i
Colour code, location o..
Combination instrument.
Combination lamp......
Control

Edectrically operated window vsqulamu zn
comparmont, dearing
i

Convertible top, cleaning

Convertible top, operation.
Coolant temperature gauge. i
Caoing system, ant-rseze mixture

Cooling system,

Coolg sysem, coo change.
Cooling system, topping up..

Auternatic ranamission, fuid 51,73
Dumagad paintwork o5 Frm
Battery. 53 /Doku B Lo e s
osions s i 10, i e
Soay malnenance % Do owieh . sz‘sn locks.
. = Dipstck, engine.... 49
ke i, somina TIR i b st o Fuslg
Brake fluid, grade. 76 Biecion oo 7 Fuel e
Brake flud, topping Up... 52 s Fuses..
# =
49 Garage jack.
Caravan, diving with 4 51 Gear change s
L —— 31, 70 + 42 Gear changing and selociion.
Carpets, cleaning.. i O Driving in hot M'\D"'“ W"PBVIW'BE e 44 Gear lever lock..
30 Driving on sippery ro - Gear positons, automaiic ransmission..
30 Driving with a load-carrier ‘Gear positions, manual tranmission
5 (900 Comvertble)........ 45 Goar (selector) lever
Changing coolant 50 Driving with a roofload 45 Glove compartment
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[ — 5 Luggage compartment 31 Reversing light 7
b Lo RooL1ack......... ey
g o ks Running in. S 38
e soumogi s~ %7 Maineraresprogramme.. .
b ac
o i e s Manus rnamisson S Summe, s
Headlights, dimmer and ﬂuher swll\:h w8 it belts, cleaning ................... 63
Haacigns,woers and wi o oo o e ..
Heating and venulaban mn\m\s 10 Servicing ........ 86
High mounted st lht 7 N, ght 58 ock absorb
ints. 3 Sippery roads, driving on
Snow tyres, chains, links
1 Ovdomets 4 Spare whe
onior) "'Y 3 Ojl changing, 48 Spark plug: 4
gnition set 74 Oil dipstick. Sneedamslev and odometer 4
Kot swicnand g v od . 58 il ot asi a5
Indicator ghts s o 3
Injection eng 7 om 52
Instrument illumination 7 Slsevmg characteristics. 42
Instrument par 4 \dded tyres.. : 43
Instrument 5 Painwork 3 ). 20
Interior lumination 8 Parcel shell 32 Suspension 6
Interior ight bulbs 58 Parking light 6 tch 6
Polishing .. &
Power cistrbution panel . .. 5
Jack . L Power steering . " 52, 77 Tachom @
Pressure gauge. 6 Technical data. o
Temperature conrol 10
- . % Temoeratre gaige. coolant. 6
Kick-down....... 40 Quick charge, battery. 53 e
Tuwmg attachment. - :
va\
Light ute 76 Rearfog ights - e
Lighs. 5 Rear lights s Tl dnvmg jth 2
Lights buibs 56 Rear seat 31 Traller weight .71
Load capacily. 70 Rear window heating 3 Tranamisson ruoer. ocaion i 7
Locks 30 Rey twork 65 il 3
Luggage compartment.... 31 Reverse gear calch 3 Transmission o, capaciy 7
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Transmission oil, capacity
Transmission oi, checking.

Trouble shooting, AG
Troutl shoain, snghs .
Turbo engine.

Turbo instrument
Turning cirde ...,
Tyres.....

Uphoistery..

V.nmanan and heating controls.
Ventilator
Verlcal adusimon, dvers soa

Wierning and indicator lights
Waring sigre, hezard swich
Washer

ol
Washers spray nozzles.
Washing 5

Waxing
Wear indicators
Weights and dimensions.
Wheels and tyres
Wneels and tyres, changing

els and tyres, rotation.
Yindatield waaha and wper wich,
Windshield washer
Windstied wpers...
Winter driving.....
Winter tyres.
Wipers.



AU
1992

VEHICLE EMISSION CONTROL INFORMATION

MANUFACTURER: MoDEL, ENGINE FAMILY: ENGINE Sz
SARB AUTOMOBILE AB SARS 500 11621 MSAZVSENAS 220 cM3
SWEDEN NATURALLY ASPIRATED

EXHAUST EMISSION CONTROL SYSTEM: ELECTRONIC FUEL INJECTION, CLOSED LOOP SYSTEM WITH THREE WAY CATALYST.
NO ADJUSTMENTS NEEDED.

SPARK PLUG GAP: 0.6 — 0.7 MM,

FUEL SPEC.
91 RON

THIS VEHICLE CONFORMS TO THE AUSTRALIAN EXHAUST EMISSION CONTROL
REGUIATIONS ADR 37 APPLICABLE 101292 NEW MOTOR VEMICLES.

SANB 4161626

(AU
1992

VEHICLE EMISSION CONTROL INFORMATION

WANUFACTURER: oL ENGINE FAMILY:  ENGINE SiZE:
SARB AUTOMOBILE A8 SAAB 0 T16 ssazovsFTs 085 M
Sweoen TURBOCHARGED

EXHAUST EMISSION CONTROL SYSTEM: ELECTRONIC FUEL INJECTION, CLOSED LOOP SYSTEM WITH THREE WAY CATALYST.
IGNITION. TIMING: 16° & 1° BTDC AT 850 RPM (DISTRISUTOR VACUUM LINE DISCONNECTED AND PLUGGED),

NO OTHER ADJUSTMENT NEEDED.

SPARK PLUG GAP: 0.6 0.7 WM. L
wiTh TUNING KT 95 RON

THIS VENICLE CONFORMS 10 THE AUSTRALIAN EXHAUST EMISSION CONTROL
REGULATIONS ADR 37 APPUICABLE TO- 1392 NEW MOTOR VEMICLES.

SAAB 4161634 )




Fuel

It is recommended that 98
octane fuel be used but fue
down o a minimum
rating of 91 may also be
used

Fuel tank capacity:

68 ltrs

tane

Do not fil petrol to the top,
the petrol must have expan-
sion space.

Lead-free fuel

All cars may be run on lead-
free fuel having a minimum
octane rating of 91 (RON).

All cars with catalytic
emission control system:
unleaded, 91 (RON) min.

When refueliing, insert the
pump nozzle beyond  the
flange on the filler pipe, re-
sting the first nozzle ring,
lug or spring tum_against
the flange. Do not move the
nozzle during filing.

1 Power steering

3 Coolant

Use Texaco Power Steering Do not allow the coolant level

Fluid 4634.
2 Brake/clutch fluid
Use brake fluid DOT 4.

1o fall below the MIN

mark on

the expansion tank. Use Saab

brand coolant

Always undo the
carefully, releasing

r cap
he pres-

sure and any vapour be-
fore removing the cap
completely.

4 Engine oil

Use engine oil SAE
10W/30, 10W/40, W/30 or
5W/40.

5 Gearbox ol
(automatic
gearbox)

Use automatic transmission
fiuid Ford M2C.33G

6 Battery

7 Washer fluid



Saab Automobile AB
Trollhatian, Sweden
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